
STA TE OF NEW YORK 
COMMISSION ON JUDJClAL CONDUCT 

-------------------------------------------------------
ln the Matter of the Proceeding 
Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4. 
of the Judiciary Law in Relation to 

LISA R. RANA, 

a Justice of the East Hampton 1 own Court and 
the Sag Harbor Village Court. Suffoll County. 

AGREED 
STATEMENT OF FACTS 

Subject to tbe approval of the Commi ion on Judicial Conduct 

(' Commission"): 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between Robert H. 

Tembeckjian. Administrator and Counsel to the Commission. and Honorable Lisa R. 

Rana (' 'Respondent""), who is represented in this proceeding by Deborah A. Scalise of 

Scalise and Hamilton, PC, that further proceedings are waived and that the 

Commission shall make its determination upon the following facts. which hall 

constitute the entire record in lieu of a hearing. 

1. Respondent was admitted to the practice of law in New York in 1992 . She 

has been a Justice of the Ea L Hampton Town Court, Suffolk County. ince 2004, and a 

Justice of the Sag Harbor Village Court. Suffolk County. since 2011. Respondent's 

current terms as East Hampton Town Court Justice and Sag Harbor Villag Court Justice 

expire on December 3 l. 2023. and June 30. 2023, respectively. 

2. Respondent wa erved with a Formal Written Complaint dated January 14, 

2021. She enters into this Agreed Statement of Facts in lieu of filing an An wer. 



As to Charge I 

3. From June 2019 to October 2019. Respondent engaged in inappropriate 

political activity in that she (A) edited as many as eight political opinion essays and 

letters to the editor intended and/or submitted for publication by David Gruber. then a 

candidate for non-judicial elected office in the Town or East Hampton. and (B) offered 

written advice to Mr. Gruber regarding issue raised in hi propo ed submis ions. 

Specifications as to Charge I 

4. Begitming in April 2019. David Gruber was a candidate for East Hampton 

Town Supervisor, running on the Independence and Libertarian lines. Prior t that time. 

Respondent was a candidate for reelection a Ea ·t Hampton 1 own Court Justice running 

on the Republican and Con ervative line a well a the Independence and Libertarian 

lines. 

5. In June 2019, Mr. Gruber began circulating drafts of political opinion 

e says and letters to the editor that he intended to submit for publication in local 

newspapers. The draJts were sent via email to members of hi· campaign stafC his 

running mates, and his fri nds. including Respondent whom he invited to edit his 

submissions. 

6. From June 2019 through Augu t 2019, Re pondent edited at least eight o( 

Mr. Gruber· submission· using Microsoft Word·s ··Track Changes" feature which, when 

enabled, displayed all of Re pondent's propo ed changes in demarcat d colored text. All 

the submissions were statements in Mr. Gruber' name alone. 

A. Although many of Respondenfs uggested edits to Mr. Gruber' s 

2 



draft submissions were stylistic, others were substantive and 

concerned political topics. For example, in a draft article dated 

August 5.2019, which was published on August 8, 2019, 

Respondent inter alia changed a reference about local political 

maneuvers from ··corrupt bargain·· to ·'backroom deal," ' and added 

a new sentence alleging that the Town Board bad hown 

··ineptitude in addres ing the emergency communications disaster 

in the Springs ... A copy of the edited article bowing the changes 

i appended as Exhibit 1. 

B. [n another version of the ame draft article. Respondent inter alia 

deleted half a page in redline and then rewrote the text stating 

that ··public officials hald] shown their indifference to our 

re idents on many ... occa ions.'· A copy of this version of the 

article showing the changes i appended as Exhibit 2. 

7. Jn addition to editing the articles and letters, Respondent aJ ·o emailed 

Mr. Gruber separately with additional advice, both substantive and strategic. On 

Augu t 5, 2019, Respondent emailed the Col lowing suggestion to Mr. Gruber: 

David, ((you start o_ff with DW Wind, you will only reach the same 
people. This letter isn't about DDW and should not begin with that. 
ff you slart off talking about the upcomJng election and that there is 
something new happening, others will start to read it . ... The Lei/er 
is about you guys, not 1 political i · ue. You can Louch on these 
issues briefly but these issue mentions are only there to illustrate 
how and why you are different. 

A copy of the email is appended as Exhibit 3. 
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8. In an email dated August 25, 2019, Respondent wrote to Mr. Gruber: 

We can tighten up the.fusion party part . ... let me know what issues 
D[emocral]s will want to havefocued [sic} on. There are a Lot of 
D[emocrat]s in Springs so focu ·ing on Springs issue · is important. 
(Emphasi added.) 

A copy of the email is appended as Exhibit 4. 

9. 1n an email dated Augu t 1.2019. Respondent advi ed Mr. Gruber: 

I agree that quoting Murphy is aood but what he has really done in 
his quote is defined what the current status quo is. So. l noted that. 
We refer to the status quo several times in the Letter o using his 
words as the definiNon o.f what the tatus quo currently helps - I 
think. (Emphasis added.) 

A copy of the email is append d as Exhibit 5. 

I 0. On August 6, 2019. Respondent emailed Mr. Gruber to express her 

concern that he had submitted an article to a local newspaper with her ··Track 

Change·" edits still visib le. Respondent expre. sed her be lief that it would be ·'very 

bad ... indeed" if her involvement in editing his articles were to be made public. After 

Mr. Gruber (incorrectly) as ured her that he had not made this mistake, Respondent 

continued to edit his submissions. A copy of the email is attached as Exhibit 6. 

l l. On October 17, 2019, a local newspaper revealed that Mr. Gruber had in 

fact submitted an article with the "Track Change ·· feature enabled and showing that 

edits had been made by a user named ·'tisa rana.'· When reached for comment by the 

newspaper. Respondent did not deny having edited Mr. Gruber· ubmissions. 

12. By reason oftbe foregoing, R spondent should be di ciplined for cau e, 

pursuant to Article 6, Section 22, subdivision (a)_ of the Con titution and Section 44, 
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subdivision L of the Judicjary Law, in that Respondent failed to uphold the int grity and 

independence of the judicjary by failing to maintain high tandards of conduct so that the 

integrity and independence of the judicjary would be preserved, in violation of Section 

J 00. I of the Rules: failed to avoid impropri ty and the appearance of impropriety. in that 

she failed to respect and comply wjtb the law and act in a manner that promotes public 

confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary. in violation of Section 

100.2(A) of the Rules~ and failed to refrain from inappropriate political activity, in that 

she engaged in partisan political activity other than for her own campaign for elective 

judicial office. in violation of Section I00.5(A)(l)(c) of the Rule. and participated in a 

political campaign a1id/or permitted her name to be u ed in connection with the activity 

ofa political organization. in violation of Section 100.5(A)(l)(d) of the Rules. 

Additional Factors 

13 . It is noted that Respondent is charged with engaging in political activity, 

which is prohibited for other than her own campaign. Sbe is not charged with 

misbehavior on the bench or with such actionable' deceitJ'ul" conduct as a lawyer making 

m.isrepresentations to a court or ·'ghostwriting·· submis ions for a litigant appearing to be 

acting prose. 

14. In 2005 , the Commission confidentially cautioned Re pendent for 

personally preparing and approving a radio advertisement for ber judicial candidacy that 

misrepresented facts about her opponent' reasons for eekingjudicial office. 

15. Re pondent avers that she and Mr. Gruber were friends prior to his decision 

to run for office in April of 20] 9. 
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16. Respondent resides in East Hampton and has long been active in her 

community . She bas been an attorney licensed to practice Jaw in the State of New York 

and Ma sachu etts for twenty-eight (28) years. Respondent avers, and the Administrator 

has no information to the contrary, that she ha never be n sanctioned by any court in any 

jurisdiction. She support many local charities and grew up i_n the town wher she now 

serve as a local Justice. 

17. Respondent ha been cooperative and contrite throughout the 

Commission' inquiry. 

l 8. Respondent aver that she did not edit any political opinion essays and 

letters to the editor for any other political candidate and will not do so in the future . 

19. Respondent has studied and appreciates that the Cammi sion has publicly 

admonished other judges who have expressed support for political candidates by writing 

published letters on their behalf. See Matter of Campbell, 1 Matter of Cacciatore2 and 

Matter of Decker. 3 

20. Respondent also appreciate that, as set forth in Opinion 16-85 of the 

Advisory Committee on Judicial Ethics, prohibited political activity is not rendered 

permissible by being conducted anonymously. 

1 h1tp:l /c jc. n, .g.o,'iDi.: tt..: r111 i nal ions/Cf cam pbe 11.h 1111 

2 http://c jc.n, .9:o,·/Determinalion -/ /l;ai:c iatore. lnm 
3 http:/ /i: jc. m . go, /D~tenn inat ilrn:,/D/dech. c r.111111 
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August 5, 201.9 
The East Hampton Star 

Dear David, 

---+Ttthe-e j*4e~R~--l:lefl.f4-,-#+ai4r1e--*6WA---s-f-..&1-5t---l-kimpton 'Nill participate---tft+l-i-e 
Pk!hlk--!iief'.%e--GG+l'1fHi-ss+e!He'.4ew--B-!:-.G-eef3\.V,3-ro1:_\AAfifl-te--!3f<*eGt-,.~fF,teR~..,..ef-t-4e--pe9i,-le-0f 
lea&t:-Ha-r-npt,JnTits-l'.isfleHRen,--its-beac"1es-,-or-~ts-~esidefl'ls,--Gontinu1:,s. 
The PSC rev+ew~~csaP(-f.>l'B8"€{~1ng--ifHNh+cl-1-tht>--~H*'-';,iHell,JGJHg-4h-e-t:.e-wflTfHl-l!it' 
Efi~~evidence iR+r-B{cioc..,__~g.~4-:miW.:C+,-<W:l-ifl+i'e<'.lw.;e-evioooo~ 
B1c1-FaeA-Bl'-tlilffi1 that they may suffer unle:,.s...t.R-e project is modified GF-'R71'-1N1'!+€fl--1'f\€pf1-EttlfE!--l:le 
€Bffil*W~ 
fa-&t:-f,IJfHf}ton,a-ltflough-+i.o-rn+nally--a--1'"-•l:t';-'-for-me11-~h&+i.ow,.--h-as-sti-l-l---R0t-retain-ed--the--se1:vice-s--of 
afl\/EtHe--wi-tJ+-1c\:teeJ<pe1tise--t<'.l-l'evlew-t-Re-t-f10Hsa11dsBf--jJ-age~okubr-nission&-by--l:feepwat-er-and 
others, let al~,.~eH1#l-&.1+hj---fAfBf!H~ffi+ssIBn-oo-l,e.!:i.a+Hl-f-~s~pwB-c 

To no surprise, really, Supervisor Van Scoyoc and~EP.NA--Co+m+meHtbBi'!i--Ove-m~,, 
a-ruJ-.8ur~~roperlv sold wt-Beach Lane-a4€1-etfr~~m-w 

fl.e.epwat-e+--lJ\t.iH€41'l~+K-e-Gf-ic,fl'f-<ei'Wl,Fffi1+r-ieffi-a-l-feviev&-+~1e,f-',Vi-ll-de--oo#l-ifl-g-+1ffiN 
:thatFnighh1pset-that-deal-bvp1o1 W ng-f:aGts-or-icthe-ta b!e. 

lhe-se-aFe-/awless-pLtbti12-0ffic-ial.,;,-indifcferent-er-hostife-to-the1r:-fesrionsibilil:y-l,ouphok!-U1e-l-av1h ·• 

We-ha-11€---'J€eH--th~gai-A--Wl#l-tl-\:lPfe-et'£-bB-\;i-st,ef-fol,e~-it--t<.+e-v-a~~1-n+tlAg-B0afd 

~1ei I' attempt to glv&-a-w-a-y-a40-w-R--f&a-EHfl-Amag.~~1f-9B-ffiBffiIB€-f.t3HY 

~-fh-1:i-5-l4€+1-ey,-tl:J.Bj.r-f.a-l~?.-f.-0+1'lfllhs-Ff£--e-w+t-0--th~R-vil:e-nm-e-A-t-il-1--G:l;a+lty-Re¥k,-1,¥--Aei;-\r. 
respe&t-o-f--tfleiF-&he+l-i+5h-hatt'l~efy-vanit.y-p~ejeGt-;-ai+t1'lori-lefl--!:n3Hl-tl,e-get-go-iH-an---ilieg.al 
E!X&-eJlive-ses&tGH,-afld-tlteif·-R\lJUfe-·tO--&Ub Hl i:t0 i-t-fo-H4afH'.tfflg0 !Joa HJ-i:evieWa 

Wi-th this crow1;.1;-.J.t-i~et'.ftffiE:'!'t~r+y+SR'i--ar-Wf.,'il-tf~ll-hl-,e--w-ay4eWR ~th 
B+fl:--we Gitt-have an election coming in November, democracy's great opportunity for the 

people to decide whether their elected representatives are doing their jobs. The East Hampton 
Reform Democrats, East Hampton Town Republican Committee, and East Hampton 
Independence Party have joined together to back a joint slate of candidates we call the EH 
Fusion Party. 

As we now know, Supervbor Van SCQILQ.£ and Town Council members Overby.,_1_\12.,__and 
Bmke-Gonzalez_sold out Beach Lane and_our comrne1-cial fishei-man to DeepwaterWind_months 
in advance of arw environm_ental review. __ The Town Board_ has still not retained the sei-vices of 
anyone with HJ.e exr2ertise to review the !bousands of pages of subn:1iss[9ns by Deg_12'!1Later and 
others. 

Yet. we twve seen this before. These Qublic gfficials have shown their indifference to our 
local residents on mifilY other. occasions,_ We ha,ve seen.their.backroorn deal with,Duryea's 
Lobster Deck_to evade Planninfl Boa.rd revie1,v'- their attempt to_glve _awa_y a town road in 

Ama~toa client of DemoqaticJ?illJY boss Chris l<ell(5'jheir fake compliance with the 
~tate Environrnent,11 Quality Review Act in respect ol lheir shellfish hatchery vaJJlly_p_r~L_ 
authorized from the get go in an illegal executive session, and their ineptitude in addressingJ:J!f 
emergency communications disaster in Springs. 

Fo1·mattecl: Indent: First line: O" 
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WGFkfRg--teg.e#leF without l')<,¥t+SelB&nif.H*-€0i~~0!+l:-it*f:J"l-i:iv,-we--w-i~-sBW-e 
letal-pr-o h!eH-1&,5-U<.::.h-as-tl1e-la0!<-ef'-i'l#0Fd-ahle-heHsi-r1g-fer--l eGal-5---\,v.l1e--a+e-h€.'-i-Hg-f or(efl.eul:-; 
~i€€#fw-1g--v.1-a-tef:.,r~l+1'&-t-Ftr-.,a-tE!fl-i-,1g.-gi:lf,5--~~e9-ffiffil:+A-i~-&rafrt:B-W.r-1iti<--0i;+ 
~4BWft--OO<Jf4..jtl-'~~fi-.tf\€--fft~j.G-R-5--',1i1-tl+-ii:t;1,l~e#e&. 

I am the EH Fusion Party candidate for Town Supervisor. Bonnie Brady and Betsy 
Bambrick are our candidates for Town Board. We have a slate of trustee candidates committed 
to independence from control by any political party, Working together without parti_sanshlQ.Q.C 
control by any political partv, EH Fusion Party candidates will solve local emblems, such as the 
lack of affordable housing for locals who are being J-orced out, declining Wq1gLguality,_andlife

threate.!liDJ.LgaJ1S in emer_gency communications. 

If elected, we pledge scrupulous adherence to the Jetter and spirit of the law, especially 
environmental and open government Jaws. We pledge zero tolerance for cronyism, favoritism, 
party control of government, giving away public assets, and backroorn deals for a select few. 

Sincerely, 

David Gruber 



The East Hampton Star 

Dea-r David, 

" ' 

August 5, 2019 

, As we now know, Supervisor Van Scoyoc and Town Councilm,embers Ove1·by, Lys, 
:ind Burke Gon2.alez sold ouc Be:ich L:ine and our commercial fisherman to Deepwater 
Wind months in advance of any environmental revie,.,•. 

Their pretense that they will defend East Hampton's interests, our fishermen, our 
beaches, and ou1· res.iden ts, befoi-e the Public Service Commission continues. In fact, in 
more than a year and a half,,tJw Town Board hns still not retained the services of anyone 
with the expenise to review the thousands ofp:iges of submissions by Oeepw:iteft let alone 
prepare a scientifically grounded submission on our behalf., 

,These public officials are about cronyism, patronage, and little else. ,We have seen 
their backrnom deal with Duryea's Lobster Deck to evade Planning Board review, their 
attempt to give nway a town road in Amagansett to a client of Democratic party boss Chris 
Kelley, their fake compliance with the State Environmental Quality Review Act in 1espect 
of their shellfish hntchery vanity project, nurhorized from the get go in nn illegnl executive 
session, and their ineptitude in nddressing the emergency communications disaster in 
Springs. 

We have an election coming in November, democracy's great o,pportunity for the 
people to decide whether their elected representatives are doing their jobs. The East 
Hampton Reform Democrats, East Hamp ton Town Republican Committee, and East 
Hampton Independence Party have joined together to back n joint slate of candidates we 
cnll the EH Fusion Party. 

) am the EH Fusion Party candidate for Town Supervisor. Bonnie Brady and Betsy 
Bambrick are our candidates for Town Board. ,We have a slate of Town Tr ustee 
candidates committed to independence from control by any political party. Working 
together without pnrtisnnship or ,poli ticnl pnt ty control, EH Fusion Party candidates can 
and will solve local problems, such as,the lack of affordable housing for locals who are 
being forced out, declining water qu:i!ity, and life-threatening gaps in emergency 
communications. 

Jf elected, we pledge scrup ulous adherence to the le tter and spirit of the law, 
especially environmental and open government laws. We pledge zero tolerance for 
cronyism, favoritism, party control of government, giving away public assets, and 
backroom deals for a select few. 

Sincerely, 

David Gruber 

lisa rana 8/5/19 10:42 AM 

Oeleted: 
\Vith 1th is crowd1 it. is g:overnmcn1 by 
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Toll~I: 49 Insertions: 28 De otions. 19 Moves: 0 

Formatting: 2 Comments: 0 

! •••fflftl Da,lcl (: ,,.kr 

, lei alone prepare a sclendOcally grounded 
submission on ow- behalf. 

l Oth1NI OnlclCn1kr 

j un ... ,.. 
Yet, we have seen lhls befol'e. 

la\f"1"' Iha n ~ 

... ... -+ August 5, 2019 

Yet. we have seen this before. These public ;; =-==--1--...;,.;;....;.;..;;.;;,;;;--.= ..... ;;;;..;;;......,.... ........... .....,,.....~-----""T"'--r-
offlclals 

j rorauttNI 

Indent: Fi rst llne: o.s• 
I •••mnl Oa,lclC:rakr 

Their pretense lhat they will defend East 
Ha~ton's lnteresu, our Oshermen, our beaches. 
and our residents, before the Publ le Service 
Cornnlnlon condnues. In &cc. In more than a 
year and a half. 

! Jeu1"1cd Da,lcl (:raM:r 

are about cronybm, pauonage, and little else. 

! 111.1 N"ld Iha n .i.'J 
ha\•e shown their indifference to our locaJ 

resldentS on many other ocCAStons. We have seen 
che:ir backroom deal with Ouryea's Lobster Deck 
Lo evade Planning Board review. their attempt 10 

g1v,e away a town road ln Ama.gansen to a cUenc of 
Dem>cradc pany boss Chris Kelley. their fake 
co~lfaoce with tbe Smte Environmental Quality 
Review Act In respect of their shell6sh hatchery 
vanJcy projecc, aUlhorh.ed from the gee go In an 
illegal executive session, and their inepdrude In 
addreulog the emergency comn'llrllcadoru 
disascer In Springs. 

I DtldNI o .. 1c1 c: .... 11c-~ 

have shown their indifference to our locaJ 
resldentS on many othu occasions. , .... -

.. 
II .. 

ecdon coming In November, democracy's great opponunlry for the 
• ·ther thclr erected represenad,·es are doing their Jobs. Tbc East 
· mocrats1 East Hampton Town Republican Committee. and .East 

nee Party Juve f olned together to bade a Joint slue of candidates we 
~ 
usion Pany candJdate for Town Supervfsor. Bonnie Brady and &euy 

_ 1dEdates for Town Board. We ba,-e a slate ofTown T~ttt 
n d to Independence from C::,ncroT6y any political pan)':_ fo..:::....:ig 

I ul t control H l n 1 ca dldati;, can 

~ pledge scrupulous adherence to the lenerand spirit of the law, 
:ntaf and open goverrut1tnt laws. We pied~ iero tolerance for 

co 

• party concrol of government, givin& away public assets. and 
select few. 

... ... .... .... Sincerely, 

... .... -+ David Gruber 

Daletc,d; "l 

T1w ,_ by&Jw-. a...rd. dt.M IM 
._. ot '*' 11....-c- ..to .,..n1o:1s-c ui 
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la whlcltdwf"ln""-IMl114 ... <M........_ 
- die~~ lauodu«d b 



From: Lisa Rana < @ > 
Date: Mon, Aug 5, 2019 at 10:52 AM 
Subject: Re: LTE 
To: David Gruber < @ > 

David, if you start off with DW Wind, you will only reach the same people. This letter isn't about DOW 
and should not begin with that. If you start off talking about the upcoming election and that there is 
something new happening, others will start to read it. This is why I made the changes I made. The letter 
is about you guys, not 1 political issue. You can touch on these issues briefly but these issue mentions 
are only there to illustrate how and why you are different. 

On Mon, Aug 5, 2019 at 10:06 AM David Gruber < @ > wrote: 
Thoughts? As you will recall, I also sent a different letter to the Indy this week, about affordable 
housing, that I do expect to be published. 

:-D 

Lisa R. Rana 

PLEASE NOTE, THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE INDIVIDUAL OR 
ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED, AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRNILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL OR OTHERWISE 
PROTECTED FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR OTHERVVISE HA VE 
RECEIVED THIS EMAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY BY RETURN EMAIL, AND DELETE THIS 
MESSAGE AND ALL ATIACHMENTS FROM YOUR COMPUTER SYSTEM. 

IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH U.S. TREASURY REGULATIONS GOVERNING TAX PRACTICE, 
WE INFORM YOU THAT: ANY U.S. TAX ADVICE CONTAINED IN THIS COMMUNICATION (INCLUDING ATIACHMENTS) WAS 
NOT WRITIEN TO BE USED FOR AND CANNOT BE USED FOR (I) PURPOSES OF AVOIDING ANY TAX RELATED PENALTIES THAT 
MAY BE IMPOSED UNDER FEDERAL TAX LAWS, 
OR (II) THE PROMOTION, MARKETING OR RECOMMENDING TO ANOTHER PARTY OF ANY TRANSACTION OR MATIER 
ADDRESSED HEREIN. 

THE INFORMATION IN THIS E-MAIL AND IN ANY ATIACHMENTS IS CONFIDENTIAL AND MAY BE PRIVILEGED. IF YOU ARE NOT 
THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, PLEASE DESTROY THIS COMMUNICATION AND NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY. YOU SHOULD 
NOT RETAIN, COPY OR USE THIS E-MAIL FOR ANY PURPOSE, NOR DISCLOSE ALL OR ANY PART OF ITS CONTENTS TO ANY 
OTHER PERSON OR PERSONS. 

Lisa R. Rana 

PLEASE NOTE, THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE INDIVIDUAL OR 
ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED, AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRNILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL OR OTHERWISE 
PROTECTED FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR OTHERWISE HA VE 
RECEIVED THIS EMAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY BY RETURN EMAIL, AND DELETE THIS 
MESSAGE AND ALL ATIACHMENTS FROM YOUR COMPUTER SYSTEM. 

IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH U.S. TREASURY REGULATIONS GOVERNING TAX PRACTICE, 
WE INFORM YOU THAT: ANY U.S. TAX ADVICE CONTAINED IN THIS COMMUNICATION (INCLUDING ATIACHMENTS) WAS 
NOTWRITIENTO BE USED FORAND CANNOT BE USED FOR (I) PURPOSES OF AVOIDING ANY TAX RELATED PENALTIES THAT 
MAY BE IMPOSED UNDER FEDERAL TAX LAWS, 
OR (II) THE PROMOTION, MARIZETING OR RECOMMENDING TO ANOTHER PARTY OF ANY TRANSACTION OR MATIER 
ADDRESSED HEREIN. 

EXHIBIT 3



THE INFORMATION IN THIS E-MAIL AND IN ANY ATIACHMENTS IS CONFIDENTIAL AND MAY BE PRIVILEGED. IF YOU ARE NOT 
THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, PLEASE DESTROY THIS COMMUNICATION AND NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY. YOU SHOULD 
NOT RETAIN, COPY OR USE THIS E--MAIL FOR ANY PURPOSE, NOR DISCLOSE ALL OR ANY PART OF ITS CONTENTS TO ANY 
OTHER PERSON OR PERSONS. 



From: Lisa Rana < @ > 
Date: Sun, Aug 25, 2019 at 11:36 AM 
Subject: Re: Letter 
To: David Gruber < @ > 

Still long but... EDIT IT ON 

On Sun, Aug 25, 2019 at 10:35 AM David Gruber < @ > wrote: 
Ok 

On Aug 25, 2019, at 10:20 AM, Lisa Rana < @ > wrote: 

I already accepted all of the changes! LOL! Just compare them. Your edit is not acting normal so I just 
did it and accepted the changes before I sent it to you. 

On another note, get your palm cards done so that you have something to hand out if you go to the 
POffice, etc ... 

On Sun, Aug 25, 2019 at 10:15 AM David Gruber < @ > wrote: 
Try to edit. 
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry 

From: Lisa Rana < @ > 
Date: Sun, 25 Aug 2019 09:50:43 -0400 
To: David Gruber< @ > 
Subject: Re: Letter 

What do you think? 

On Sun, Aug 25, 2019 at 8:53 AM Lisa Rana < @ > wrote: 
I had to start a new email stream as the prior stream is acting weird. 

1) It is too long. I know you are tired of hearing it but it is true. 

2) This is going to Dems and they know you are a Dem. You waste too much time justifying your Dem 
status. 

3) Too much focus on Duryea's - not enough on other issues that are important to Ds. I know for Rs, 
wastefule spending, corruption, locals, safety are important. Identify the most important D issues and 
focus on them. 

4) We can tighten up the fusion party part. I am hesitant to make draft corrections as we had issues 
there so I will use your letter, do a draft and return it to you. Let me know what issues Ds will want to 
have focued on. There are a lot of Ds in Springs so focusing on Springs issues is important. 

EXHIBIT 4



Lisa 

Lisa R. Rana 

PLEASE NOTE, THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE INDIVIDUAL OR 
ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED, AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL OR OTHERWISE 
PROTECTED FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR OTHERWISE HAVE 
RECEIVED THIS EMAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY BY RETURN EMAIL, AND DELETE THIS 
MESSAGE AND ALL ATIACHMENTS FROM YOUR COMPUTER SYSTEM. 

IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE V1TITH U.S. TREASURY REGULATIONS GOVERNING TAX PRACTICE, 
WE INFORM YOU THAT: ANY U.S. TAX ADVICE CONTAINED IN THIS COMMUNICATION (INCLUDING ATIACHMENTS) WAS 
NOTWRITIENTO BE USED FORAND CANNOT BE USED FOR(I) PURPOSES OF AVOIDING ANY TAX RELATED PENALTIES THAT 
MAY BE IMPOSED UNDER FEDERAL TAX LAWS, 
OR (II) THE PROMOTION, MARIZETING OR RECOMMENDING TO ANOTHER PARTY OF ANY TRANSACTION OR MATIER 
ADDRESSED HEREIN. 

THE INFORMATION IN THIS E-MAIL AND IN ANY ATIACHMENTS IS CONFIDENTIAL AND MAY BE PRIVILEGED. IF YOU ARE NOT 
THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, PLEASE DESTROY THIS COMMUNICATION AND NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY. YOU SHOULD 
NOT RETAIN, COPY OR USE THIS E-MAIL FOR ANY PURPOSE, NOR DISCLOSE ALL OR ANY PART OF ITS CONTENTS TO ANY 
OTHER PERSON OR PERSONS. 

Lisa R. Rana 

PLEASE NOTE, THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE INDIVIDUAL OR 
ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED, AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL OR OTHERWISE 
PROTECTED FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR OTHERWISE HA VE 
RECEIVED THIS EMAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY BY RETURN EMAIL, AND DELETE THIS 
MESSAGE AND ALL ATIACHMENTS FROM YOUR COMPUTER SYSTEM. 

IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH U.S. TREASURY REGULATIONS GOVERNING TAX PRACTICE, 
WE INFORM YOU THAT: ANY U.S. TAX ADVICE CONTAINED IN THIS COMMUNICATION (INCLUDING ATIACHMENTS) WAS 
NOT WRITIEN TO BE USED FOR AND CANNOT BE USED FOR (I) PURPOSES OF AVOIDING ANY TAX RELATED PENALTIES THAT 
MAY BE IMPOSED UNDER FEDERAL T.fu"X LAWS, 
OR (II) THE PROMOTION, MARIZETING OR RECOMMENDING TO ANOTHER PARTY OF ANY TRANSACTION OR MATIER 
ADDRESSED HEREIN. 

THE INFORMATION IN THIS E-MAIL AND IN ANY ATIACHMENTS IS CONFIDENTIAL AND MAY BE PRIVILEGED. IF YOU ARE NOT 
THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, PLEASE DESTROY THIS COMMUNICATION AND NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY. YOU SHOULD 
NOT RETAIN, COPY OR USE THIS E-MAIL FOR ANY PURPOSE, NOR DISCLOSE ALL OR ANY PART OF ITS CONTENTS TO ANY 
OTHER PERSON OR PERSONS. 

Lisa R. Rana 

PLEASE NOTE, THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE INDIVIDUAL OR 
ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED, AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL OR OTHERWISE 
PROTECTED FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR OTHERWISE HAVE 
RECEIVED THIS EMAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY BY RETURN EMAIL, AND DELETE THIS 
MESSAGE AND ALL ATIACHMENTS FROM YOUR COMPUTER SYSTEM. 

IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE v\TITH U.S. TREASURY REGULATIONS GOVERNING TAX PRACTICE, 
WE INFORM YOU THAT: ANY U.S. TAX ADVICE CONTAINED IN THIS COMMUNICATION (INCLUDING ATIACHMENTS) WAS 
NOT WRITIEN TO BE USED FOR AND CANNOT BE USED FOR (I) PURPOSES OF AVOIDING ANY TAX RELATED PENALTIES THAT 
MAY BE IMPOSED UNDER FEDERAL TAX LAWS, 
OR (II) THE PROMOTION, MARKETING OR RECOMMENDING TO ANOTHER PARTY OF ANY TRANSACTION OR MATIER 
ADDRESSED HEREIN. 



From: Lisa Rana < @ >
Subject: Re: Thoughts on the attached?
Date: August 1, 2019 at 3:50:36 PM EDT
To: David Gruber < @ >

My final tweaks. David, I took out the Kappell quote as you really do not need it -
that can be addressed in another forum or another letter if someone brings it up.  It
was addressed in the article. But more to the point, you need to get to the part
about you, your vision and your candidacy sooner. Of course, my opinion. This is
better.  I agree that quoting Murphy is good but what he has really done in his
quote is defined what the current status quo is.  So, I noted that.  We refer to the
status quo several times in the letter so using his words as the definition of what
the status quo currently helps - I think.

Lisa

On Thu, Aug 1, 2019 at 9:58 AM David Gruber < @ >
wrote:

Tweaks to the tweaks.

I think the quote from the Indy is important so that it is not only my words. 
And the description of the housing need should be in the present tense even
though the problem is longstanding.

D

On Aug 1, 2019, at 8:21 AM, Lisa Rana
< @ > wrote:

Here are some revisions. Let me know what you think.

On Thu, Aug 1, 2019 at 7:51 AM David Gruber
< @ > wrote:

There you have it.  Half my usual length and still “too long.”

I am just going to send a letter saying, “The Town Board sucks.”
 That should persuade everyone.

EXHIBIT 5



Begin forwarded message:

From: Phyllis Italiano
< @ >
Subject: Re: Thoughts on the attached?
Date: August 1, 2019 at 12:26:42 AM EDT
To: David Gruber < @ >

Up zoning...not in Springs....of course, it's too long

Sent from my iPadq

On Jul 31, 2019, at 8:30 PM, David
Gruber < @ >
wrote:

<Draft letter to Indy.docx>

-- 
Lisa R. Rana

PLEASE NOTE, THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE INDIVIDUAL OR
ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED, AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT
IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL OR OTHERWISE PROTECTED FROM DISCLOSURE
UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR
OTHERWISE HAVE RECEIVED THIS EMAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE
SENDER IMMEDIATELY BY RETURN EMAIL, AND DELETE THIS MESSAGE AND
ALL ATTACHMENTS FROM YOUR COMPUTER SYSTEM.

IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH U.S.
TREASURY REGULATIONS GOVERNING TAX PRACTICE, WE INFORM YOU THAT: ANY U.S.
TAX ADVICE CONTAINED IN THIS COMMUNICATION (INCLUDING ATTACHMENTS) WAS
NOT WRITTEN TO BE USED FOR AND CANNOT BE USED FOR (I) PURPOSES OF
AVOIDING ANY TAX RELATED PENALTIES THAT MAY BE IMPOSED UNDER FEDERAL TAX
LAWS,
OR (II) THE PROMOTION, MARKETING OR RECOMMENDING TO ANOTHER PARTY OF
ANY TRANSACTION OR MATTER ADDRESSED HEREIN.

THE INFORMATION IN THIS E-MAIL AND IN ANY ATTACHMENTS IS CONFIDENTIAL AND
MAY BE PRIVILEGED. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, PLEASE DESTROY
THIS COMMUNICATION AND NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY. YOU SHOULD NOT
RETAIN, COPY OR USE THIS E-MAIL FOR ANY PURPOSE, NOR DISCLOSE ALL OR ANY
PART OF ITS CONTENTS TO ANY OTHER PERSON OR PERSONS.

<Draft letter to Indy rev 1.docx>

-- 
Lisa R. Rana



PLEASE NOTE, THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE INDIVIDUAL OR
ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED, AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED,
CONFIDENTIAL OR OTHERWISE PROTECTED FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF YOU ARE
NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR OTHERWISE HAVE RECEIVED THIS EMAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY
THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY BY RETURN EMAIL, AND DELETE THIS MESSAGE AND ALL ATTACHMENTS
FROM YOUR COMPUTER SYSTEM.

IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH U.S. TREASURY REGULATIONS
GOVERNING TAX PRACTICE, WE INFORM YOU THAT: ANY U.S. TAX ADVICE CONTAINED IN THIS
COMMUNICATION (INCLUDING ATTACHMENTS) WAS NOT WRITTEN TO BE USED FOR AND CANNOT BE
USED FOR (I) PURPOSES OF AVOIDING ANY TAX RELATED PENALTIES THAT MAY BE IMPOSED UNDER
FEDERAL TAX LAWS,
OR (II) THE PROMOTION, MARKETING OR RECOMMENDING TO ANOTHER PARTY OF ANY TRANSACTION OR
MATTER ADDRESSED HEREIN.

THE INFORMATION IN THIS E-MAIL AND IN ANY ATTACHMENTS IS CONFIDENTIAL AND MAY BE
PRIVILEGED. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, PLEASE DESTROY THIS COMMUNICATION AND
NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY. YOU SHOULD NOT RETAIN, COPY OR USE THIS E-MAIL FOR ANY
PURPOSE, NOR DISCLOSE ALL OR ANY PART OF ITS CONTENTS TO ANY OTHER PERSON OR PERSONS.



From: Lisa Rana < @ > 
Date: Tue, Aug 6, 2019 at 7:26 AM 
Subject: Re: Letter to the Editor Attached in Word 
To: David Gruber < @ > 

Um - the letter that was sent to the Indy and Star did have the tracking turned off, yes? Otherwise, they 
will see my name attached to the corrections?? That would be very bad ... indeed. 

On Mon, Aug 5, 2019 at 11:26 PM David Gruber < @ > wrote: 
Please don't send me any drafts with track changes on them. 

On Aug 5, 2019, at 10:03 PM, Dawn Brophy < @ > wrote: 

Did you see how the attachement was sent to us. I hope not to the star this way. 

On Aug 5, 2019, at 9:40 PM, David Gruber < @ > wrote: 

Here's my LTE as sent. I wasn't entirely happy with it - it needed somewhat better transitions between 
thoughts - but out of time today. 

D 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: David Gruber < @ > 
Subject: Letter to the Editor Attached in Word 
Date: August 5, 2019 at 2: 15:37 PM EDT 
To: " @easthamptonstar.com" < @easthamptonstar.com> 

This letter is exclusive to the Star. 

Thank you. 

David Gruber 
 

 
 

<Gruber to Star 8-5-19.docx> 
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Lisa R. Rana 

PLEASE NOTE, THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE INDMDUAL OR 
ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED, AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRMLEGED, CONFIDENTIAL OR OTHERWISE 
PROTECTED FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT OR OTHERWISE HA VE 
RECENED THIS EMAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY BY RETURN EMAIL, AND DELETE THIS 
MESSAGE AND ALL ATTACHMENTS FROM YOUR COMPUTER SYSTEM. 

IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH U.S. TREASURY REGULATIONS GOVERNING TAX PRACTICE, 
WE INFORM YOU THAT: ANY U.S. TAX ADVICE CONTAINED IN THIS COMMUNICATION (INCLUDING ATTACHMENTS) WAS 
NOT WRITTEN TO BE USED FORAND CANNOT BE USED FOR (I) PURPOSES OF AVOIDING ANY TAX RELATED PENALTIES THAT 
MAY BE IMPOSED UNDER FEDERAL TAX LAWS, 
OR (II) THE PROMOTION, MARKETING OR RECOMMENDING TO ANOTHER PARTY OF ANY TRANSACTION OR MATIER 
ADDRESSED HEREIN. 

THE INFORMATION IN THIS E-MAIL AND IN ANY ATTACHMENTS IS CONFIDENTIAL AND MAY BE PRIVILEGED. IF YOU ARE NOT 
THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, PLEASE DESTROY THIS COMMUNICATION AND NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY. YOU SHOULD 
NOT RETAIN, COPY OR USE THIS E-MAIL FOR ANY PURPOSE, NOR DISCLOSE ALL OR ANY PART OF ITS CONTENTS TO ANY 
OTHER PERSON OR PERSONS. 
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THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, PLEASE DESTROY THIS COMMUNICATION AND NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY. YOU SHOULD 
NOT RETAIN, COPY OR USE THIS E-MAIL FOR ANY PURPOSE, NOR DISCLOSE ALL OR ANY PART OF ITS CONTENTS TO ANY 
OTHER PERSON OR PERSONS. 




