
STATE OF NEW YORK
 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
 

In the Matter of the Investigation of Complaints
 
Pursuant to Section 44, subdivisions 1 and 2,
 
of the Judiciary Law in Relation to
 

BARRY KAMINS,	 STIPULATION 

A Justice ofthe Supreme Court, 2nd Judicial
 
District (Queens County).
 

THE FOLLOWING IS HEREBY STIPULATED A1\TD AGREED by and between 

Robert H. Tembeckjian, Administrator and Counsel to the Commission, and the Honorable 

Barry Kamins and his attorney, Paul Shechtman of Zuckerman Spaeder, LLP, as follows: 

1. Barry Kamins has been a judge since 2008, when he was appointed to the New 

York City Criminal Court by Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg. 

A.	 In 2009, he was appointed Administrative Judge for the Criminal Courts in 

Kings County. 

B.	 In 2012, he was appointed Administrative Judge for the Criminal Courts of 

New York City. 

C.	 In November 2012, Judge Kamins was elected to the Supreme Court (Kings 

County). A year later, upon reaching the retirement age of70, he was 

certificated to serve two years, through December 2015. He would be eligible 

for two additional two-year certifications, which would permit him to serve 

through 2019, the year he turns 76, beyond which certifications are not 

permitted under the Constitution. 



D. In 2013, Judge Kamins was named Chief of Policy and Planning for the New 

York State Courts. 

2. On May 29,2014, the Commission received a report of the New York City 

Department of Investigations (DOl), alleging inter alia that Judge Kamins had engaged in 

misconduct. A copy of the report is appended as Exhibit 1. 

3. On May 30, 2014, the Commission, on its own motion, authorized an 

investigation of Judge Kamins's alleged misconduct, based upon the DOl report. A copy of 

the Administrator's Complaint, executed in furtherance of the Commission's action and 

dated May 30, 2014, is appended as Exhibit 2. The Commission interviewed witnesses, 

reviewed documents and heard from Judge Kamins. 

4. On June 2,2014, Chief Administrative Judge A. Gail Prudenti announced that 

Judge Kamins had been relieved of his duties as an administrative judge and as Chief of 

Policy and Planning. He was subsequently assigned to hear matters in Supreme Court, Civil 

Term, Queens County. 

5. Judge Kamins avers that on October 1,2014, he will submit the appropriate 

papers to the Office of Court Administration and the New York State and Local Retirement 

System, stating that he will relinquish his judicial position on December 1, 2014. 

6. Pursuant to Section 47 of the Judiciary Law, the Commission has 120 days from 

the date of a judge's resignation to complete proceedings, and if the Commission determines 

that the judge should be removed from office, file a determination with the Court of Appeals. 

7. Judge Kamins affirms that, upon vacating his office pursuant to this Stipulation, 

he will neither seek nor accept judicial office at any time in the future. 

8. Upon execution of this Stipulation by the signatories below, this Stipulation will 

be presented to the Commission with the joint recommendation that the matter be concluded, 
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by the terms of this Stipulation, without further proceedings, pending verification that Judge

Kamins filed the appropriate papers on October 1, 2014.

9. Judge Kamins understands that, should he abrogate the terms of this Stipulation

by, for example, failing to submit the appropriate papers on October 1, 2014, or holding any

judicial position at any time after December 1, 2014, the Commission's investigation of the

complaint against him would be revived, he would be served with a Formal Written

Complaint on authorization of the Commission, and the matter would proceed to a hearing

before a referee.

10. Judge Kamins waives confidentiality as provided by Section 45 of the Judiciary

Law, to the extent that (1) this Stipulation will become public on October 1, 2014, and (2) the

Commission's Decision and Order regarding this Stipulation will become public on or after

October 1,2014.

Dated:

Dated:

Dated:

L^CDassist l£-£»*WUAA£.
Honorable Bar™ Kamins

Paul Shechtman

Zuckerman Spaeder, LLP
Attorney for Judge Kamins

Robert H. Tembeckjian
Administrator and Counsel to the Commission

(Mark Levine and Mary Farrington,
Of Counsel)

rtembeckjian
Typewritten Text
September 9, 2014

rtembeckjian
Typewritten Text
September 9, 2014

rtembeckjian
Typewritten Text
September 9, 2014



EXHIBIT 1























































ADMINISTRATOR'S COMPLAINT� 

In the Matter of: Barry Kamins 
Justice of the Supreme Court� 
Second Judicial District (Kings County)� 

Complaint # 2014/N-0384 

Statutory Authorization 

This complaint is filed at the direction of the State Commission on Judicial Conduct 
in compliance with Section 44, subdivision 2, of the Judiciary Law and is intended to serve 
as the basis for an investigation. In accordance with Section 44, subdivision 3, in the event 
that the above-named judge is required to appear before the Commission or any of its 
members or staff, this complaint will be served at the time the judge is notified in writing 
of the required appearance. 

This complaint is not an accusatory instrument. It provides a basis to commence an 
investigation. Thus, a judge under investigation may be required to reply to other 
allegations in addition to those set forth below. 

Complaint 

Based upon information provided to the Commission by the New York City 
Department of Investigation, it is alleged (1) that Judge Kamins advised, assisted and 
otherwise participated in Charles J. Hynes's 2013 campaign for District Attorney of 
Kings County, (2) that Judge Kamins engaged in improper ex parte communications with 
Mr. Hynes, individuals employed by the office of the District Attorney and others 
regarding pending matters, including a lawsuit by the defendant in People v. Jabbar 
Collins and a lawsuit challenging the televising of activities in the office of the District 
Attorney and (3) that Judge Kamins advised and assisted Mr. Hynes with respect to 
managing the office of the District Attorney, including developing strategies on how to 
respond to criticism of prosecutions that purportedly resulted in wrongful convictions. 

~"'H-l·T'e-k__� 
New York, New York Robert H. Tembeckjian, Administrator 

Date Signed: May 30, 2014 Authorized on May 30,2014 
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