
STATE OF NEW YORK 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

-----~~------------------------~---------------~-------
In the Matter of the Proceeding 
Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4, 
of the Judiciary Law in Relation to 

RALPH J. EANNACE, JR., 

a Judge of the Utica City Cm11t, 
Oneida County. --- . ------ . _ .. _.., __ ,.. _____ .,. .. _______ . ---- . --- . ______ .. __ _ 

AGREED 
STATEMENT OF FACTS 

Subject to the approval of the Commission on Judicial Conduct 

("Cotnmission"): 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between Robert H. 

Tembeckjian, Administrator and Counsel to the Commission, and Honorable Ralph J. 

Eannace, Jr. ("Respondent"),. who is represented in this proceeding by Robert F. 

Julian, Esq., of the Law Offices of Robel't F. Julian, that further proceedfngs are 

waived and that the Commission shall make its determination upon the following facts, 

. which shall constitute the entire record in lieu of a hearing. 

I. Respondent was admitted to the practice of law in New York in 1980. He 

has been a Judge of the Utica City Court, Oneida County, since 2003. Respondent's 

current term expires on December 31, 2023. 

2. Respondent was served with a Formal Written Complaint dated June 18, 

· 2020. He enters into this Agreed Statement of Facts in lieu offilingat1 Answer. 

As to Charge I 

3. Respondent failed to file his 2018 financial disclosure statement with the 



Ethics Commission for the Unified Court System ("Ethics Commission") by May 15 .. 

2019, or to seek l:ln extension of time to do so,. contracy to the requirements ohhe Rules 

of the Chief Judge (22 NYCRR Section 40.2). Respondent failed to file his. disclosure 

statement until September 4, 2019, after he had rec.eivecl both a Notic·e to Cure and a 

Notice 0f Delinquency from the Ethics Commission. 

4. By letter dated December 1.8, 2014, the Commission cautioned Respondent 

for failing to file his 2013 financial disclosure statement in a timely ma11rier; Respondent. 

failed to file his 2018 finartcfal disclosure staten1ent in a timely manner despite that prior 

caution. 

As to the Specifications to Charge l 

5. Pursuant to Part 40 of the Rules of the Chief Judge (22 NYCRR S'ection 

40.2), Respondent is required to file a financial disclosure staternent with the Ethics 

Commission by May 15 ef each year with respect to his finances for the previeus 

calendar year. 

6. Respondent did not file his 2018 statement by May 15, 2019. Thereafter, 

the Ethics Commission sent, and Respondent received, a Notice to Cure dated JUiy 3, 

• 2019. The Notice to Cure directed Respendentto filehis.2018.statement within 15 days 

of July 3, 2019. A copy ofthe Notice to Cute is appended as Exhibit I. 

7. Respondent did not file his 20'18 statement in accordance wlth the Notice to 

Cure. Thereafter, the Ethics Commission sent, and Respondent received, a Notice of 

Delinquency dated September 3, 2019. A Copy of the Notice ofDelinqueucy is 

appended as Exhibit 2. 

2 



8. Respondent ultimately filed his 2018 financial disclosure statement on 

September 4, 2019, nearly four months after it was dt1e. 

9. By letter dated December 18, 2014, Respondent had bee11 cautioned by the 

Commission to adhere to the Rules Governing Judicial Conduct and the requirements of 

Pal't 40 of the Rules of the Chief Judge, after he failed to file his 2013 annual financial 

disclosure statement in a timely manner with the Ethics Commission, resulting in its 

sending him a Notice to Ct1rc and a Notice of Delinquency. A copy of the caution letter 

is appended as Exhibit J. 

I 0. By reason of the foregoing, Respondent should be disciplined for cause, 

pursuantto Article 6, Section 22, subdivision (a), of the Constitution and Section 44, 

subdivision I, of the Judiciary Law, in that Respondent failed to uphold the integrity and 

independence of the judiciary by failing to maintain high standards of conduct so that the 

integrity and independence of the judiciary would be preserved, in violation of Sectioo 

100.l of the Rules; failed to avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety in that 

he failed to.Tespect and comply with the law and to act at all times in a mannel' that 

promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality ofthejudiciary, in violation 

of Section I00.2(A) of the Rules; failed to perform the duties ofjudicial office 

imprutially and diligently, in that he failed to diligently discharge his administrative 

responsibilities, in violation of Section I 00.3(C)(l) of!he Rules; and failed to condt1ct his 

extra-judicial activities so as to minimize the risk of cont1ict with judicial obligations, in 

that he failed to comply with Part 40 of the Rules of the Chief Judge (22 NYC RR Part 

40), in violation of Section 100.4(1) of the rules. 
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Additional Factors 

11. Respondent acknowledges that the prompt and accurate filing of financial· 

disclosure forms is not a mere formality. The information disclosed on the forms is open 

to public scrutiny so that, for example, a litigant or lawyer may determine whether a 

judge has a cont1ict of interest in a mattel', subjecting the judge to recusal. 

12. Respondent avers that his failure to file his 2018 and 2013 financial 

disclosure statements in a timely mannerresulted from simple oversight on his part. 

Respondent recognizes that the Commission's cautionary letter to him in 2014 should 

have prompted him in subsequent years to file his statements in a timely manner, which 

he commits to ensure going forward. 

13. Respondent ha;s· been cooperative and contrite with the Commission 

throughout this inquiry. 

IT IS FURTHER STIPULATED AND AGREED that the parties to this 

Agreed Statement of Facts respectfully recommend to the Commission that the 

appropriate sanction is public Admonition based upon the judicial niisconduct set forth 

above. 

IT JS .FURTHER STIPULATED AND AGREED that if the Commission 

accepts this Agreed Statement of Facts, the parties Wllive oral argument and waive 

further submissions to the Commission as to the issues of misconduct and sanction, 

and that the Commission shall thereupon impose a public Admonition without futther 

submission of the parties, based solely upon this Agteed Statement. lfthe 

4 



August 13, 2020



RALPH J !::ANNACE JR 
¢1:rYCO.URt JUDGE 

  

7./3/2019 
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NEWYORKS1'ATE 
ETHIC$ CbMM1$SION 

F.ORT!iE 
UNIFIED COURT SYStEM 

:~5'.aSiVER.·S,:REE'i, Room 871i 
Ni:W·Y-ORK, NE'lliYo~k f6iJ04 

.. (212) 4~a,2a~9 . · 
FAX (212) 428'289·5: 

lnlemal: www.ny~9u~~.goy/lpielliloi1 
Intranet U<,S· homa pag<>iToplds·A·Z· 

Emal(:·e\hitscom'm@nyoourts,gov . 

EXHIBIT 1 

H.bn. Robert.J, MIiier 
C.hak 

Tracee e. OaYl•, E~_q; 
Llaa QIPbala Haber, Esg, 
Roseljl~ry G~d~nil:.Sed~. Esq. 
Hon, llhlr)ey.Troutn1a11 
Janice· Howard 

· Executive Ofrector 

l"ursuant to 22.NV, 

YOUR ANNUAL STATEMENT .OF FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE MUS-tifilFIL~~ 

1
\l1~i\FTEl1N (15) DAYS OFTrfE PA ti; OF THIS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . No-nt~w·,rtf t;.:,~i{!t:r,. 

. . .. Ou'. retord_s. h'.)di,ate th;,it you are required to flle,~if!I~~fJrl dlstiR~~~~'Statement for calendar year 2018 pursuant to the. 
Rules of the Chief Judge,.22 NYCRR Part 40. }){{i\'/(j)i!/i'i/filk:;, · · . . 

.ourietords also Indicate that the CO/nrilis~.ipf '''' otriflie'i~ll/lfyour financl~tdl$~1osure·stateriierit whlth Wa~ due !)n. 

S/15/20~.9. . ,, i]!'.(;\J~\;f\'.; ,Ji:t;.:; . 'I 
If Y.Oll F.l~ED your flnaric(ar dls~IO/lUr~i#~timent, o'riltiibere is an explanation fqr your. faU.ure !O file, please can tJ'\e 

office.within fifteen days of the dateipfahls /lfot1Q~);''.;(,,., · ·.,·.· · · 
.. -.. V,"·~:OI<·.· '·,~"';,,-.. ·,.::, · . .i<.,. 

ORM01: 

if you f~!i!,t,):(11~ Y!J,~f;'§lateriii~if~if/11n fifteen (15) days of i.he date ofthis Jilotice, 
tllen, pursua. · •· '( • N)i\'i,~8 40,1,(~) •. lhe C9rnrnlssi.on wm be required to send you a Notice 
ofDelinq4,f ~iiyJ!~Jl~)~PPY to•/ ,Jstate.Oommission on.Judicial Cohdt.ict If.you are a 
Judge orjustlc .. 1,.orAGe,§;hlef ·. .··· ·1stratorofthe courts If you are.a nonjudicial officer or 
employee ofthEl'iJqlf],f/lf .· ' ~teni. Pursuant: to 22 NYCRR 40:1(m), a copy of any 
notice of dellncquency'/i}i' · :"suant to section 40.1'(k) will tie available for public lniipectlon. 
Furtnermote, under se6il: .t' :il.1 (I), If you knowingly and wlllinglyfail to file an annual 
statement of financial disclosure, you will be subJflorto dfaolplinary· action: as clth.e.rwlse 
permitted.by law or n.iie ifyou are a Judge orJu:stlce; or as olhe.rwise permitted by iaw, rullif, 
or colleqtrve. bargaining agreement If you are a nonjudicial officer or employee ofthe Unified 
Couri System. · · 

l.f the Commission Is required to sentl a Notice of Delinquency to a flier, his or 
her.name wm. be posted on our website. 

TURN THE.PAGE FOR FILING INSTIWCTIONS 



To Fiji! Eleotr'onlcalfy~ 
You must pe on an ocA computer .ii work. You mµ~t h,.ve.•the:FiieMaker14 pi'9gram ln$te\Hed on ~out computer. 
1. lfyou have,ncit already done so, log on to the Gompuier using your IJQS. gser.riame and password. · 
2,, CIiek on.one:oftne (oik1wing internet tirciwsera: .Internet EXJ:il()rer;.Mlbrosiitt Edge, or GoogJe,Chrome. 
3: Go tQ the"lnslde UC$" "Home" page, (htip:/iinslde-u~a.org), Choose· ''rqpfcs Ato Z" ari<l .th.en gq to "E" ~nd qhoo~e ''Ethics 
ComniisSl()h" ,. or $Q to "F" and choose "Flna·nolal Dls.cl<isUre Stalementii",. The Ethl.os Commission, home page wilt appear. 
4, Choose "El.ectroolc;:Filfi:iQ;, then "Flle Online {flhtiholal Dlscl!!JllUre Form)!!. 
5. Follow the lnstrucit\ans,lMt appear under,. 'H()W til acces~ your staJemeM!". 

· The eA1:cess. page llilJLopen, giv.lhg you three,optlons: 
1. •1f:YouWa11tTo.Qp<$'h ·vour'OUrt~nt', Yelir Flnancl.al Disclosure Statemenfbei:ausa";, 
2. "lfYou WantTo Open Your, dur;ren,t Year Stat!)mentand C.qpy Into Ji Ali The,\mitm.~Uon You Reported !n 1..astYear'sc 
statement"; "''''"'"%'?"!;.., , 
3. "If You Want io visf!,Vour Das~~oatd becaus.e''. ''U'\;'s'.'. . 

. r:~t&j~, 
If y.i>U'are filln!J onllnefor theJirst time, or you•flted .. Pr.evlom11y but did n:· 
do. not want ti> copy lnform11!1on from the at11tement you tll,id onllne l,11,t· 
.. chgosa qptton 1 onJhe eA.ccess pageoy'clkkln.ti on tiie "Click Her~··'b ii ygµt 
year 20t8wlll appear, 'The.response lo question 1 ls aufomatloally · · .. 
empty; · 
"You can. also· access yournuirentyear statement-.through. yo4r_ ·. · 
Oli ''OlltK.H~re". lh thjj dE1$hlloard, open:yoQ(9iale)1daryiiisr'!lOt 
•See ihe eleotr.orilc·flllng' lnatroctiens·on the Ethics Comn:ilSJ1)onw 

OR 
,~Jtt ' 

lsclo.s.ure s(ati3rn!lntto:r cali9ndar 
areas to all other questions will be· 

)96ur dashboard choose:optlon3 by clicking 
. Ing ohthe "View\edlt" 1¢01'!, 

If you flied c:inlltui last y'e~r and want to copflh · ,it§:~ . . Jjatement: . . ... . . . . . 
Choose op«on .2 on the eAccess page by cllcl<Jng :(!';/(~JJR,~;Here .. · t,ot1,,Yos1r calenclar year 201'8 statement.wUI appear,wllh 
ill.lllie r~sp<iin•tis ~o!J made In your 2011 idatei'Q ,;.,},< l~],~~~ijlgl~om ydur2017 statement WIii hot bi;i cqpled,. If Aecessaty; you 
muste~1t your·201J responses, Oripe y1;~.a(Q. · t? r,es~,~Q~~i_lt;~ecoinesyour ?018_.r.espop~,i. See ,t/ie electronic filing 
lm,tru~lli:>Hii on the E;lhl¢ Commisslor.\lW!ib.slte/! · ·c'.:,· 

]';ilal~~j;.?1:0i' ' 
Jo F'ije Eiy Paper: .• ,fi;'.,):-
You o~ti g() til i;urWebf\ll!i;. '"' ' '1ib'J;sff!~~1 alJ<! l?tliita flh.ai\cl~J disolosura.iltiatSt\'lar\l'fq(rjl, JI'.\ ttl<l 1$ft l'l:>1Vi!;l~.l\Oh b~( 
on t!ie HC)me page, O!!c!<:qn ''Fln. . . . la!1emsqi\Jhen "forjyqgfiiSi Ju$ljce.~:*' l;IC$E;mplbysles", lhen·"Form", If you 
want a copy 6f lhe fillh~ lnstr.uctioiii(b q ,; hstrllo.llolis",a~ .. well as·"Fohl:i", Prlntthe.forrn;. 'Jf·yciw .dao't h.av~ aoce.~s to a 
computer, call or e-mail the Ethics Com "n offlce,and-req!J<asf'lhafa fqrm b1e mal!ecl (o you, We da not e-mail 5!atement 
forms to fliers. YoU niusrma:n, or hand dellVe'r;.a papeYstaterneiitto the Ethics CQrnmlssii:>fi ilfflc~. We.a<i'i!coeptpaper 
.taterneots lh~t af'! e-maiied ilr t~xed to ihe 6/il,ce: ,, 
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EXHIBIT 2 

Hon, Robert.j. Miller 
Chall\ 

Tlac~~.E, Dii~l,;',.E~q; 
.Lita: DIP<1.~!!\J,t;3~er, E:~q .. 
Roseljiary;G!!rianef..$cQtti~li-
1:to11,.shifley:Tr<i11i11f~n 
Janfoe:Hbward , . 

ioxeaiitlve· Direclor· 

'" ·.- ~'. 

our recordslndkat'e that you are required to ftle a fl 
pursuant toJthe' RUies ohhe,chtefJudge, 22 NY.CRR Part 40. 

,rstatement for:Cahihdat v:ear 201a 

. Ol!r r~qprclsalso Indicate that we, have not' 
5/15/2019. ANotice to cure Was malled to you 

Pun;uant to ii N'i'CRR 40,l(k), the Cq 
C:omrnisilqr,1 Qn.Jl!dl~tal (:oncluct'(fyq,u ar ' 
oon]l!di~i.iloffker or: employee . U ·. 

hancial disclosure statement,: which, was due <i1ii 
19. You did not·respotittto that Notice, 

!red to.:send. a ~¢PY ofthl.s Noth::e to; the St<1te 
r the.thief Ac.lmJhlstra{qr of the, l;:qµrts, lfyou are a 

tite of delinquency ,sent pursuantto. sectkm 40.l(k) will be 
, ectiC!n 40.iJI), lf you ~nowingfy "lid W.iHingly f<1ll .to file an annual 

.ct t9•discfpUn,1ry.aJ;t[on1 ,rn ot~~rwl~e pefrriltted byl.iw or role.If 

Pursuant.to 22 NYC 
available for public l'ni.pe 
statementoHlnan~tal ·· · 
you'are:~Jodg¢ or Just/c 
no:nfu,;li~lal'officer or empt'' 

.-~ by law, ruleior i:cillectlve l:lani:alnlhg agreementJfyou ~re a 
. ·: .. \Jl:t Syst!lm, . , . 

JqRM,E,l; 

'l;ilipldi OQJ,69~7 

ppear oh our website; oii the IID'elinquent Fliers'; Pi!ge. 



.. 
To FU$: Electronl~ally: 
You. must .be on an OOA computer at Work .. YP\J must hav.e.the FlleMaker14 program. histalled ori your computer. 
l •. If yi/u ha'le not arre!l(ly d!iha ~o. log eitlto Jhe \:ompot11rµsing your ucs UsE!r neme·a,nd pessword. 
lL Click on .one of the folloWlill!l.li:lternet browseis:. lntetn!lt Explorer; Mlcroso~. Edge, or Googl/l Chrqme, 
3,.Go to.the· "lns(~e i:J0S'""Home" p!!ge, (htjp;//lns[de'U\lS,org). Chogse "TgplcsA IQ Z" !IOd ilien go to "E'' and choose''Elhl.c"S 
commlsslon•;or go bi"F" and choose "FlhanclarPlsclosure Statements'\. The:Ethloa Comi:iilssioh'.h!:lme• pege will ifppeiit . 
. 4. Choose "Ele.cltotlic Filing" then ''File. Online (FlnanclaiO!sclosure.Form)'.'. 
l:i. ,Foliow tl'lisl lnsii'QcUons lhEit appe1;1r under, •How;to, access· y,our staJemen~':. · 

The•aAccess !)age WIii. open,, giving youithree options; 
t. 'lfYouWantTo·PIJE!il'(o\Jr current,YeatRlnan:oial Qlsc[osure Statement be¢1;1use"; 
2. 'lfYouWaritTo Open Yaur-Currepl Year Sla!ement and·Copy Into It.All The atlon You Reported.Iii Last Year's• 
Statement'\ ' . . . . . 
.......... , . 

3. ''lfYouWannoVlsitYour Dashboard because''. 

rf. yiN .are:fillll!i <i11JliJeJ<ii' th.it ~tli~ .tJiiJ!ilL i;>r ·.ypU Ji led,. pr.e\!IOUsly' bu~· · 
do not v,111,nt,tii copy infoniiiitic:in,froin the statement y11U filed.onllne last 
•Choose option 1 on:me el>(bi:ess page:by cltckln~ on 'the"Cllck Here'' b · 

ar, or yoU·flled pt~viaUsly b1-1l 

lsclosure statement fan calendar 

year 2.01~ Will appee(, T:fle'responsa tq question 1. IS a~tomatica!ly 
empty: 
•You c~n iii so· ai::cess. yq1,1r current year statemimt through your d 
on)'Ollck Hera" •. In the,dashbaaid, open your calendar year 20f 
•Se11 the elecironlcJillng'lnstructiori~ ·on the tthlcs commission . 

OR 
lf'.you filed online last year and'Wa.nt to c~py ini 
Choo~e opilon? on the e/1,Pc_e~s page,by oll;,iklhg 
all thE! r/!spahse$ you ma.de ln your 2017 statem 
mus\ ~di~yc:,~r2Q17 response$, Orte!) you a 
lnstrtiollohs on the Ethic C,i:irrimlssl · sit 

... areiiscto .ali otherquestiorii< will b.Et 

. urdashboard c6oose opllon 3 by cltckihg 
g on the •v1ew\edif' fcon. · · 

teme11t: .. . . . . . . 
... ti" your csie11q11r: year:20111 siaia:men1w.n1 i,ppeiar, wl!h 

om your' 2017 statement will not be copled. If necessary, you 
it pecernes your 201.\! response. sea the ele.ctronlii flllng 

ToFUe By Paper: . 
you pan go to ourweb$lte, . . . ~. and print a filiancli.l tllsi;losUre statemerit:form, li1 the left navigation bar 
on the Heine page, cllckon''Fi t~temenf', then "For Judge~,:~l.)silces & 0¢$. EiJJp!oyee~", tnen "Form"., Jfypu 
w~nt a copy a(the fllh1g' lnstruott<:itjs; . : i:tlans" EIS Well Ii a "Form", .Print thefO:rrri. 'If yoi:i dori'thave access to a 
computer, call or e,malrthe Ethics, Com 11. on ol!!ce arid req1.1est thafafqrm be ma1111d·to you, We do'note-ni.ail statement 
forms to:ilier$. You must mail, ·or hahd deliver, a.paper stateroelitto Iha Ethics Commission office, We do accept paper 
statements that are e,maiiiad.orfaxed lo ti,e office. 
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JEAN M. SA V ANYU, ct..e.RK 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Honorable Ralph J. Eannace, Jr. 
Utica City Court Judge 
Utica City Courthouse 
411 Oriskany Street, West 
Utica, New York 13502 

LETTER OF DISMISSAL AND CAUTION 

Dear Judge Eannace: 

The Commission on Judicial Conduct has completed its investigation of a 
complaint alleging that you failed to file your 20 l 3 financial disclosure statement in a 
timely manner with the Ethics Commission for the Unified Court System. After 
considering your response to the allegations, the Commission has determined not to 
institute formal charges. 

In accordance with Section 7000.3(c) of the Commission's Operating 
Procedures and Rules, the Commission has dismissed the complaint with this letter of 
dismissal and caution. 

You are cautioned to adhere to Section 100. I of the Rules Governing 
Judicial Conduct ("Rules"), which requires a judge to observe high standards of conduct 
so that the integrity and independence of the judiciary will be preserved; Section 
I00.2(A) of the Rules, which requires a judge to respect and comply with the law and to 
act at all times in a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity and 
impartiality of the judiciary; and Section 100.4(1) ofthe Rules, which requires a judge's 
compliance with Part 40 of the Rules of the Chief Judge, requiring the filing of an annual 
financial disclosure statement with the Ethics Commission of the Unified Court System 



NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 
Honorable Ralph J. Eannace, Jr. 

Page 2 

by May J5th of the year following the year covered by the disclosure statement. 

Your unexcused failure to file your 2013 disclosure statement in a timely 
manner did not comply with the above standards, resulted in the issuance to you of a 
Notice to Cure and a Notice of Delinquency by the Ethics Commission and was finally 
resolved by your submission of the disclosure statement in August 2014, almost three 
months late. 

In accordance with the Commission's policy, you may either accept this 
letter of dismissal and caution or request a formal disciplinary hearing. If you choose to 
accept this letter of dismissal and caution, no further action will be taken. If you request 
a hearing, the Commission may authorize a Formal Written Complaint against you 
pursuant to Judiciary Law Section 44( 4) and designate a referee to hear and report 
findings of fact and conclusions of law. If a hearing is held, the Commission may then 
decide to dismiss the complaint, issue a letter of caution to you, or file a determination 
pursuant to Judiciary Law Section 44(7) that you be publicly admonished, publicly 
censured, or removed from office. 

The letter of dismissal and caution is a confidential disposition of the 
current complaint but may be used in a future disciplinary proceeding pursuant to Section 
7000.4 of the Commission's Operating Procedures and Rules (22 NYCRR §7000.4). 

I 

Please advise the Commission in writing no later than IO days after receipt 
of this letter if you choose not to accept this letter of dismissal and caution and wish to 
have a hearing on formal charges. If we do not hear from you requesting a formal 
hearing within 10 days, the letter shall be final. 

A copy of the Commission's rules is enclosed for your infonnation. 

Enclosure 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

Very truly yours, 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

BydUt'l1-""- /(' ~,-, '' <. c_ 

Honorable Thomas A. Klonick 
Chair 

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Re: File No. 2014/A-0212 




