STATE OF NEW YORK

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
In the Matter of the Proceeding

Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4,

of the Judiciary Law in Relation to

GLADYS C. BRANAGAN, STIPULATION

a Justice of the Plymouth Town Court,
Chenango County.

IT ISHEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between Robert H.
Tembeckjian, Administrator and Counsel to the Commission on Judicial Conduct, and
the Honorable Gladys C. Branagan (“Respondent”), as follows:

1. Respondent initially served as a Justice of the Plymouth Town Court,
Chenango County, from January 1, 2000, to December 31, 2007. After being out of
office for over a decade, Respondent was elected to a new term as a Justice of the
Plymouth Town Court, which began on January 1, 2019, and expires on December 31,
2022. Respondent is not an attorney.

2. Respondent was served with a Formal Written Complaint dated May 14,
2020, containing five charges related to her prior service as Plymouth Town Court
Justice.! The charges included the improper or untimely execution of various judicial

duties, such as reporting and accounting for court cases and funds, and her failure to

! The Commission was investigating the matters herein when its jurisdiction ended upon the expiration of
Respondent’s previous term of office as Plymouth Town Court Justice on December 31, 2007. Her return
to office revived the Commission’s jurisdiction. See Matter of Bailey, 67 NY2d 61 (1986).



cooperate with investigations or inquiries into such matters by appropriate government
agencies. A copy of the Formal Written complaint is appended as Exhibit 1.

3. Respondent enters into this Stipulation in lieu of filing an Answer to the
Formal Written Complaint.

4. Respondent has tendered her resignation, dated July 13, 2020, and effective
August 31, 2020. A copy is appended as Exhibit 2.

5. Pursuant to Section 47 of the Judiciary Law, the Commission has 120 days
from a judge’s resignation to complete proceedings and, if it so determines, render and
file a determination that the judge should be removed from office.

6. Respondent affirms that, upon vacating her judicial office on August 31,
2020, she will neither seek nor accept judicial office at any time in the future.

7. Respondent understands that, should she abrogate the terms of this Stipulation
and hold any judicial position at any time after August 31, 2020, the present proceedings
before the Commission will be revived and the matter will proceed to a hearing before a
referee.

8.  Upon execution of this Stipulation by the signatories below, this Stipulation
will be presented to the Commission with the joint recommendation that the matter be
concluded, by the terms of this Stipulation, without further proceedings.

9. Respondent waives confidentiality as provided by Section 45 of the Judiciary
Law, to the extent that (A) this Stipulation will become public upon being signed by the
signatories below, and (B) the Commission’s Decision and Order regarding this

Stipulation will become public.



Dated: "1 -13-2020

Dated: July 22, 2020

a¥a dLo CA?)L AL S
Hondrable Gladys C. Branagan
Respondent

G e

Robert H. Tembeckjian |

Administrator and Counsel to the Commission
(Cathleen S. Cenci and 8. Peter Pedrotty, Of
Counsel)




STATE OF NEW YORK EXH I BIT 1

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

In the Matter of the Proceeding
Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4,
of the Judiciary Law in Relation to

GLADYS C. BRANAGAN, NOTICE OF FORMAL
WRITTEN COMPLAINT

a Justice of the Plymouth Town Court,
Chenango County.

NOTICE is hereby given to Respondent, Gladys C. Branagan, a Justice of the
Plymouth Town Court, Chenango County, pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4, of the
Judiciary Law, that the State Commission on Judicial Conduct has determined that cause
exists to serve upon Respondent the annexed Formal Written Complaint; and that, in
accordance with said statute, Respondent is requested within twenty (20) days of the
service of the annexed Formal Written Complaint upon her to serve the Commission at its
Albany office, Corning Tower, Suite 2301, Albany, New York 12223, with her verified
Answer to the specific paragraphs of the Complaint.

Dated: May 14, 2020
New York, New York
ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN

Administrator and Counsel

State Commission on Judicial Conduct
61 Broadway, Suite 1200

New York, New York 10006

(646) 386-4800

To: Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Court
3461 State Highway 23
South Plymouth, New York 13844




STATE OF NEW YORK

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

In the Matter of the Proceeding

Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4,

of the Judiciary Law in Relation to FORMAL
WRITTEN COMPLAINT

GLADYS C. BRANAGAN,

a Justice of the Plymouth Town Court,
Chenango County.

1. Article 6, Section 22, of the Constitution of the State of New York establishes
a Commission on Judicial Conduct (“Commission™), and Section 44, subdivision 4, of the
Judiciary Law empowers the Commission to direct that a Formal Written Complaint be
drawn and served upon a judge.

2. The Commission has directed that a Formal Written Complaint be drawn and
served upon Gladys C. Branagan (“Respondent™), a Justice of the Plymouth Town Court,
Chenango County.

3. The factual allegations set forth in Charges I through V state acts of judicial
misconduct by Respondent in violation of the Rules of the Chief Administrator of the
Courts Governing Judicial Conduct (“Rules™).

4. Respondent initially served as a Justice of the Plymouth Town Court,
Chenango County, from January 1, 2000, to December 31, 2007. After being out of
office for over a decade, Respondent was elected to a new term as a Justice of the
Plymouth Town Court which began on January 1, 2019, and expires on December 31,

2022. Respondent is not an attorney.




CHARGE 1

5. From on or about August 10, 2001, to in or about November 2008,
Respondent failed to report or remit at least $14,560 in court funds to the Office of the
State Comptroller (“State Comptroller’) within ten days of the month succeeding their
collection, as required by Section 27(1) of the Town Law, Section 99-a of the State
Finance Law, Section 1803 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law, and Sections 2020 and 2021
of the Uniform Justice Court Act. In addition, Respondent failed to act promptly to
correct an erroneous check she had written to the State Comptroller for $14,560 in court
funds.

Specifications to Charge 1

6. Respondent’s monthly report to the State Comptroller for the calendar month
of December 2007, dated January 21, 2008, reported the disposition of 71 cases and the
receipt of $14,560 in court funds. A copy of the report is annexed as Exhibit A.

7. In the December 2007 report, Respondent identified the source of the court
funds as follows:

A. The disposition of 58 cases from which the court had received
$7,930 between in or about July 2001 to in or about June 2007

B. The disposition of nine cases from which the court had received
$3,780 in December 2007; and

C.  The disposition of four cases from which the court had received

$2.,850, but which had no dates of disposition or receipt of funds.




8. In or about May 2008, Respondent sent a check to the State Comptroller in
the amount of $14,560, the total amount of the court funds identified on the December
2007 report. By letter dated June 5, 2008, the State Comptroller returned the check
because Respondent had made an error in writing the check and requested that she send a
correctly written check. A copy of the letter is annexed as Exhibit B.

9. Notwithstanding repeated attempts by the State Comptroller in or about July
and August 2008 to contact Respondent about remitting proper payment, Respondent
failed to properly remit the $14,560 in court funds to the State Comptroller until in or
about November 2008, approximately 11 months after the expiration of her judicial term
and well beyond the time for submission of the funds as required by law. A record of
Respondent’s payment is annexed as Exhibit C.

10. By reason of the foregoing, Respondent should be disciplined for cause,
pursuant to Article 6, Section 22, subdivision (a), of the Constitution and Section 44,
subdivision 1, of the Judiciary Law, in that Respondent failed to uphold the integrity and
independence of the judiciary by failing to maintain high standards of conduct so that the
integrity and independence of the judiciary would be preserved, in violation of Section
100.1 of the Rules; failed to avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety, in that
she failed to respect and comply with the law and failed to act in a manner that promotes
public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary, in violation of Section
100.2(A) of the Rules; and failed to perform the duties of judicial office impartially and
diligently, in that she failed to be faithful to the law and maintain professional

competence in it, in violation of Section 100.3(B)(1) of the Rules, and failed to diligently




discharge her administrative responsibilities and maintain professional competence in
judicial administration, in violation of Section 100.3(C)(1) of the Rules.
CHARGE 11

11. Between in or about February 2004 and in or about August 2007, as set forth
on the annexed Schedule 1, Respondent repeatedly failed to file her monthly reports with
and remit court funds to the State Comptroller within ten days of the month succeeding
their collection, as required by Section 27(1) of the Town Law, Section 99-a of the State
Finance Law, Section 1803 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law, and Sections 2020 and 2021
of the Uniform Justice Court Act. During this time period, Respondent was late by as
many as 121 days in reporting and remitting court funds. Respondent’s failure to
timely file her reports and remittances for the months of April 2006, May 2006 and June
2006, resulted in the State Comptroller’s office directing that Respondent’s judicial salary
be stopped on or about August 30, 2006. Respondent failed to file these reports or
remittances until September 2006, and she thereafter continued to file tardy reports and
remittances.

Specifications to Charge I

12. From in or about February 2004 to in or about August 2007, as set forth on
Schedule 1, Respondent failed to timely file 42 out of 43 monthly reports and to timely
remit the funds identified in those reports with the State Comptroller.

13. By letter dated August 30, 2006, the State Comptroller directed the
Plymouth Town Supervisor to cease payment of Respondent’s judicial salary due to

Respondent’s failure to timely file her monthly reports and remittances with the State




Comptroller for the months of April 2006, May 2006 and June 2006. A copy of the State
Comptroller’s “stop-salary notice™ is annexed as Exhibit D.

14. Respondent failed to file her reports for the months of April 2006, May 2006
and June 2006 with the State Comptroller until in or about September 2006, well beyond
the time for submission required by law. With the exception of her report and remittance
for the month of October 2006, Respondent continued to be untimely in reporting and
remitting to the State Comptroller through August 2007.

15. By reason of the foregoing, Respondent should be disciplined for cause,
pursuant to Article 6, Section 22, subdivision (a), of the Constitution and Section 44,
subdivision 1, of the Judiciary Law, in that Respondent failed to uphold the integrity and
independence of the judiciary by failing to maintain high standards of conduct so that the
integrity and independence of the judiciary would be preserved, in violation of Section
100.1 of the Rules; failed to avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety, in that
she failed to respect and comply with the law and failed to act in a manner that promotes
public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary, in violation of Section
100.2(A) of the Rules; and failed to perform the duties of judicial office impartially and
diligently, in that she failed to be faithful to the law and maintain professional
competence in it, in violation of Section 100.3(B)(1) of the Rules, and failed to diligently
discharge her administrative responsibilities and maintain professional competence in

judicial administration, in violation of Section 100.3(C)(1) of the Rules.




CHARGE 111

16. From on or about January 1, 2000, to on or about December 31, 2007,
Respondent failed to report any dispositions of traffic tickets to the Department of Motor
Vehicles as required by Section 514(1) of the Vehicle and Traffic Law and Sections
91.12 and 91.19 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles,
notwithstanding that there were hundreds of traffic cases handled by the court in that
time.

17. By reason of the foregoing, Respondent should be disciplined for cause,
pursuant to Article 6, Section 22, subdivision (a), of the Constitution and Section 44,
subdivision 1, of the Judiciary Law, in that Respondent failed to uphold the integrity and
independence of the judiciary by failing to maintain high standards of conduct so that the
integrity and independence of the judiciary would be preserved, in violation of Section
100.1 of the Rules; failed to avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety, in that
she failed to respect and comply with the law and failed to act in a manner that promotes
public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary, in violation of Section
100.2(A) of the Rules; and failed to perform the duties of judicial office impartially and
diligently, in that she failed to be faithful to the law and maintain professional
competence in it, in violation of Section 100.3(B)(1) of the Rules, and failed to diligently
discharge her administrative responsibilities and maintain professional competence in

judicial administration, in violation of Section 100.3(C)(1) of the Rules.




CHARGE 1V

18.  From in or about April 2007 through on or about December 31, 2007,
Respondent failed to cooperate with the Commission’s investigation of two complaints
alleging that she (A) failed in two criminal cases to timely return bail moneys posted on
behalf of defendants, notwithstanding numerous requests following her disposition of the
cases, and (B) failed to file reports or remit funds to the State Comptroller in the time
required by law for the months of April 2006 through June 2006, resulting in her judicial
salary being stopped on August 30, 2006.

Specifications to Charge IV

19. By letter dated April 9, 2007, the Commission notified Respondent that it
was investigating a complaint alleging that in two criminal cases she failed to timely
return bail moneys posted on behalf of defendants, notwithstanding numerous requests
following the disposition of the cases. The letter requested that Respondent respond to
the allegations in writing by April 25, 2007. A copy of the letter is annexed as Exhibit E.

20. By letter dated April 25, 2007, Respondent wrote to the Commission that
she had been unable to “devote the time required to answer all the questions” in the
Commission’s letter dated April 9, 2007, but that she was “able to devote the proper time
now.” A copy of the letter is annexed as Exhibit F.

21. By letter dated April 27, 2007, the Commission notified Respondent that her
time to submit a response to the Commission’s inquiries was extended to May 9, 2007. A

copy of the letter is annexed as Exhibit G. Respondent failed to respond to the letter.




22. By letter dated May 16, 2007, the Commission sent Respondent copies of its
letters of April 9, 2007 and April 27, 2007, and requested her response to the April 9,
2007, letter by May 23, 2007. The letter informed Respondent that her “failure to

respond may be found by the Commission to be a failure to cooperate with the

investigation” (emphasis in original). A copy of the May 16, 2007, letter is annexed as
Exhibit H. Respondent failed to respond to the Commission’s letters dated April 9, 2007,
April 27, 2007, or May 16, 2007.

23. By letter dated September 12, 2007, the Commission notified Respondent
that it was investigating two complaints against her, including the complaint she was
previously notified about and a second complaint alleging that she failed to file reports or
remit funds to the State Comptroller in the time required by law for the months of April
2006 through June 2006, resulting in her judicial salary being stopped on August 30,
2006.

24. Inits September 12" letter, the Commission also requested that Respondent
appear to give testimony concerning the complaints at the Commission’s Albany office
on September 28, 2007, and notified her that she would be asked about her failure to
respond to the Commission’s letters in addition to being asked about the allegations in the
complaints. A copy of the September 12, 2007, letter is annexed as Exhibit .

25.  On or about September 27, 2007, Respondent called the Commission and
requested an adjournment of her appearance to give testimony. The Commission granted
her request. During the telephone conversation, Respondent agreed to a new appearance

date and time of October 12, 2007, at 9:00 AM. By letter dated September 27, 2007, the




Commission confirmed that, at Respondent’s request, her appearance to give testimony
had been adjourned to October 12, 2007, at 9:00 AM. A copy of the letter is annexed as
Exhibit J.

26. On or about October 12, 2007, the Commission was prepared to proceed
with Respondent’s testimony as scheduled at 9:00 AM, in the presence of a Referee who
had been designated to preside. However, at approximately 10:00 AM, when Respondent
had not arrived and had not called or otherwise communicated that she would be late, a
record was made of her failure to appear, and various documents were marked as
exhibits. A copy of the transcript is annexed as Exhibit K. At approximately 11:00 AM,
Respondent appeared at the Commission, but the Referee had already departed, and
further proceedings were not held.

27. By letter dated November 26, 2007, the Commission (A) notified
Respondent that it had not received copies of her court’s check register, as requested; (B)
asked her to provide a complete copy of her check register by December 3, 2007; and (C)
informed her that her failure to do so may be viewed by the Commission as a failure to
cooperate. A copy of the letter is annexed as Exhibit L. Respondent failed to respond to
the letter or provide the Commission with a copy of her check register.

28. By reason of the foregoing, Respondent should be disciplined for cause,
pursuant to Article 6, Section 22, subdivision (a), of the Constitution and Section 44,
subdivision 1, of the Judiciary Law, in that Respondent failed to uphold the integrity and
independence of the judiciary by failing to maintain high standards of conduct so that the

integrity and independence of the judiciary would be preserved, in violation of Section




100.1 of the Rules; and failed to avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety, in
that she failed to respect and comply with the law and failed to act in a manner that
promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary, in violation
of Section 100.2(A) of the Rules.
CHARGE V

29. From in or about January 2008 through in or about November 2008, months
after Respondent had left judicial office, Respondent failed to cooperate with the State
Comptroller, the Chenango County District Attorney’s Office, other judges and court
officials concerning her apparent financial, reporting and recordkeeping practices and
deficiencies.

Specifications to Charge V

30. On or about January 1, 2008, Paul O’Connor succeeded Respondent as the
Plymouth Town Justice after the expiration of Respondent’s term on or about December
31,2007. Upon assuming the bench, Judge O’Connor was unable to locate various court
records from Respondent’s tenure as the town justice.

31. By letter dated January 25, 2008, Chenango County First Assistant District
Attorney Stephen M. Dunshee (A) notified Respondent that he and Judge O’Connor had
been unable to locate the Plymouth Town Court’s closed and pending criminal records
and (B) asked Respondent to contact him or Judge O’Connor to assist them in locating
and retrieving such records. A copy of Mr. Dunshee’s letter is annexed as Exhibit M.

Respondent failed to respond to the letter.

10




32. By letter dated January 30, 2008, Judge O’Connor requested that, without
further delay, Respondent return court records in her possession either to the court or to
the town custodian of records. A copy of the letter is annexed as Exhibit N. Respondent
failed to respond to the letter.

33. By letter dated March 13, 2008, Judge O’Connor wrote that he had recently
been notified by the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) that, in or about February
2008, Respondent had reported dispositions of traffic tickets to DMV. Judge O’Connor
requested that, inasmuch as Respondent was no longer a town justice, she cease all
activities on behalf of the court. He also requested that she return all court records in her
possession to the Plymouth Town Clerk without further delay. A copy of the letter is
annexed as Exhibit O. Respondent failed to respond to the letter.

34. By certified letter dated May 8, 2008, Dennis W. Donnelly, the Director of
Internal Affairs at the Office of Court Administration, notified Respondent that his office
had scheduled an audit of the records and practices of the Plymouth Town Court. Mr.
Donnelly wrote that his office had been informed that Respondent had certain official
court records in her possession and that, despite several efforts by the Chenango County
District Attorney, the Plymouth Town Court Justice and the Office of Justice Court
Support, Respondent had not returned such records. Mr. Donnelly requested that
Respondent deliver all records of the Plymouth Town Court in her possession to Mr.
Donnelly, or his personal designee, on May 22, 2008, at 11:00 AM, at the Chenango
County Court, 5 Court Street, Norwich, New York. A copy of Mr. Donnelly’s letter is

annexed as Exhibit P. Respondent failed to respond to the letter and failed to appear at

11




the Chenango County Court on May 22, 2008, as requested. As a result, the court
system’s Office of Internal Affairs was unable to complete its audit of the Plymouth
Town Court.

35. By letter dated June 5, 2008, addressed to Respondent at her personal
mailing address, the State Comptroller (A) notified Respondent that she had made an
error in writing a check remitting $14,560 in court funds to the State Comptroller and (B)
requested that she send a correctly written check to the State Comptroller. In or about
July 2008 and August 2008, employees of the State Comptroller attempted to reach
Respondent multiple times by telephone concerning the State Comptroller’s continuing
request that Respondent send a correctly written check. Respondent failed to send the
State Comptroller a correctly written check until in or about November 2008.

36. By reason of the foregoing, Respondent should be disciplined for cause,
pursuant to Article 6, Section 22, subdivision (a), of the Constitution and Section 44,
subdivision 1, of the Judiciary Law, in that Respondent failed to uphold the integrity and
independence of the judiciary by failing to maintain high standards of conduct so that the
integrity and independence of the judiciary would be preserved, in violation of Section
100.1 of the Rules; failed to avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety, in that
she failed to respect and comply with the law and failed to act in a manner that promotes
public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary, in violation of Section
100.2(A) of the Rules; and failed to perform the duties of judicial office impartially and

diligently, in that she failed to maintain professional competence in judicial

12




administration and failed to cooperate with other judges and court officials in the

administration of court business, in violation of Section 100.3(C)(1) of the Rules.

WHEREFORE, by reason of the foregoing, the Commission should take
whatever further action it deems appropriate in accordance with its powers under the
Constitution and the Judiciary Law of the State of New York.

Dated: May 14, 2020

New York, New York
Gt N Tevd—

ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN
Administrator and Counsel

State Commission on Judicial Conduct
61 Broadway, Suite 1200

New York, New York 10006

(646) 386-4800

13




STATE OF NEW YORK
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
In the Matter of the Proceeding

Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4.
of the Judiciary Law in Relation to VERIFICATION

GLADYS C. BRANAGAN,

a Justice of the Plymouth Town Court.
Chenango County.

STATE OF NEW YORK )
COUNTY OF NEW YORK ) ki

ROBERT H. TEMBECKIJIAN. being duly sworn, deposes and says:

3 [ am the Administrator of the State Commission on Judicial Conduct.

4 [ have read the foregoing Formal Written Complaint and, upon information
and belief, all matters stated therein are true.

3. The basis for said information and belief is the files and records of the State

Commission on Judicial Conduct.

Nt BT

Robert H. Tembeckjian

Sworn to before me this
14" day of May 2020

. dtaohoLActng

Notary Péblic

LATASHA Y. JOHNSON
Notary Public, State of New York
No.01J06235579
Qualified in New York County

Commission Expires February 14, 2023
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EXHIBIT B



STATE OF NEW YORK
STEVEN J. HANCOX

THOMAS P. DINAPOLI OFFICE OF THE STATE COMPTROLLER DEPUTY COMPTROLLER
COMPTROLLER 110 STATE STREET DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12236 AND SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY

Tel: (518)474-4037 Fax: (518)486-6479

3/5 - Je# rradLag e

June 5, 2008

Hon. Gladys Branagan
POBox 9
Plymouth, NY 13832
Dear J uétice Branagan:
We are returning your check #200 due to the discrepancy between the legal amount and
numerical amount. Please issue a correct check and mail to:

Office of the State Comptroller
Justice Court Fund
110 State St., 9" F1 -
Albany, NY 12201
Attn: Kathy McClary

If you have any questions, I can be reached at (i) JJJHIll} Thank you.
Sincerely, ‘
‘ <
746 - led es2age M m
. ug_(j W Kathy McClary
7/2‘/' C‘{) Lag‘ * b‘ A —Ldaué:’\% Senior Accountant
e cal), Justice Court Fund
(el Mu2ge 40 ustice Court Fun

%LI'C.Q“LA 2 amél-g'e'/("ipf’“

When Hhe v2% oﬂ"r’f"""eo,

do be home. - No ntrres,

[d—i*é-“‘”“'e‘“/ n’\ﬂ-}g‘;ﬁ"’c‘ _tﬁ.\‘_, N e U"‘U-"Qc(
7 P in — JSav e chaek *
/20! Galled herag? J::-f;;_ told her +o go fo the bank

UL NSO .
Iy i &.@A«k— ek daion an e Ddccounts Loid

+ e
Mﬁg. tamvld A~ & damorsou.
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EXHIBIT D



¢ 1y/18/2086 11:31 4869899 PAGE ©2/82
\LAN G. HEVES STATE OF NEW YORK . MARK P. PATTISON
cow?nou_an 1 OFFICE OF TEE STATE COMPTROLLER DEPUTY COMPTROLLER .
STATE STREET DIVISION OP LOCAL GOVERNMENT 8BRVICES
mmad'mdw weagust 30, 2006 Tt gnnfconomc DBVELOPMENT
Supervisor (518)4744037  Pux: (518) 486-6479
Town of Plymouth
3676 State Hwy 23

South Piymouth NY 13844

Re: Justice ID# 08367503878
Honorable Gladys Branagan

Dear Supervisor:

This is official notification that the above referenced justice has not properly
reported to the State Comptroller for the following month(s):
04/2006 05/2006 06/2006

Pursuant to section 27 of the Town Law and section 4-410 of the\VIIIage Law,

every town and village justice must file a report monthly with tiie State Comptrol!er The
report, certification, or remittance if any, is due by the tenth of the month following the
report month (e.g. the April report by the tenth of May). A report must be sent fo us even
if it is to Indicate that no activity occurred in that month. In the event that a justice fails to
properiy report or properly account for any moneys received by such justice, the chief
fiscal officer will be notified. Upon receipt of such notice from the State Comptrolier, it -
shall be unlawful for-the town or village to make any further payment of compensation fo
such Jjustice until receipt of a notice from the Oomptroller that a proper accounﬂng has
been made.

T No further compensation should be made to this justice until further notice from
this office. Please sign the attached copy of this notification and retumn it to:

Office of the State Comptroller

Justice Court Fund . Sincerely,
110 State Street
Albany, NY 12236 | Clarmei Lobuny Yoivt

~ Tammi Coburn-Sossel
J Manager
%—Z 2 % Justice Court Fund
Date . : '
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NEW YORK STATE

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
38-40 STATE STREET

‘RAOUL LIONEL FELDER, Ciar

HON. THOMAS A. KLONICK, Vice Cram
STEPHEN R. COFFEY

CoLLEeN C. DIPIRRO

RiCHARD D, EMERY

PAuL B. HARDING

MARvIN E. JACOB

HON. JiLL KONVISER

HoON. KAREN K. PETERS

HoON. TERRY JANE RUDERMAN
MEMBERS

JEAN M. SAVANYU
CLERK

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice

P.O. Box 27

ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207

518-474-5617 518-486-1850
TELEPHONE FACSIMILE

www.scjc.state.ny.us

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

April 9, 2007

ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN
ADMINISTRATOR & COUNSEL

CATHLEEN S. CENCI
CHIEF ATTORNEY, ALBANY

JOHN J. POSTEL
CHIEF ATTORNEY, ROCHESTER

ALAN W, FRIEDBERG
CHIEF ATTORNEY, NEW YORK

JEAN JOYCE
SENIOR ATTORNEY

KATHRYN J. BLAKE
MELIssA R. DIPALO
STEPHANIE A, Fix

BRENDA CORREA
STAFF ATTORNEYS

Plymouth, New York 13832

Dear Judge Branagan:

The Commission on Judicial Conduct is investigating a complaint

that in People v. ||| N 2nd Peorle v. [N you feiled to

timely return bail moneys posted on behalf of the defendants, notwithstanding
numerous requests following the disposition of the cases. A copy of the complaint
is enclosed. In connection with this matter, the Commission requests that you
respond, in writing, to the following questions by April 25, 2007.

1.

Did you preside over and dispose of People v. and
People v. Assuming that you did, please provide with

our response a complete copy of each of the court files in [ ij and
h, including the docket/case history reports.

With respect to People v. did the defendant’s mother,
Anna Morehead, post $1,500 bail for the defendant with the Chenango
County Sheriff’s Department on or about April 8, 2006, as indicated in
Exhibit A of Mr. Clippinger’s complaint? If so, was the bail subsequently
transferred to you by the sheriff’s department?

Did you deposit the - bail into your official bank account? If so,
please state when you deposited it into your account and provide copies of

the appropriate receipt, cashbook entry, deposit ticket, and bank statement
documenting the deposit of the ﬂ bail.




-
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10.

NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Hon. Gladys C. Branagan

April 9, 2007

Page 2

Did you receive a letter from the sheriff’s department, dated April 13, 2006,
in which Anna Morehead was identified as the individual posting bail for
the defendant and that the bail should be returned to her? (See Exhibit A of
the complaint.)

Did you dispose of People v. ||} on o about April 27,
2006? If so, please state how the case was disposed of.

Did you immediately return the $1,500 bail to Anna Morehead? If not,
please state why.

Did you receive telephone calls and letters from both Ms. Morehead and
Mr. Clippinger through July 2006, as shown more fully in Exhibits A and B
of Mr. Clippinger’s complaint, repeatedly requesting that you respond to
Ms. Morehead’s request for the return of bail? If so, please state whether
you responded to Ms. Morehead and Mr. Clippinger’s requests, and if so, to
whom you responded, how you responded, and when. Please provide
copies of any written response you may have made to either of them. If
you did not respond, please state why.

Did you write a check returning Ms. Morehead’s $1,500 bail on November 7,
2006, as evidenced by attached check number 241, dated October 10, 2006,
and the accompanying envelope? If so, please state why you did not return
the bail sooner. In addition, please state why you dated the check to Ms.
Morehead October 10, 2006, but did not send it until November 7, 2006.

With respect to People v. was bail in the amount of $500
posted with the Chenango County Sheriff’s Department on or about May 1,
2004, and later transferred to you by the sheriff’s department? (See Exhibit
C of Mr. Clippinger’s complaint.) If so, please state:

a. When you received the bail from the sheriff’s department.

b. When you deposited the $500 bail into your official account. Please
provide copies of the receipt you issued for the bail, cashbook entry,
deposit ticket, and bank statement, documenting the deposit of the

B bail.

Did you subsequently preside over and dispose of People v. HjJj? 1f so,
please state the disposition of the HJj case and the date of disposition.




11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Hon. Gladys C. Branagan

April 9, 2007
Page 3

As referenced in Exhibit C of his complaint, did you receive
correspondence dated May 26, 2005, from Mr. Clippinger, in which he
provided to you a copy of the original bail receipt endorsed to his law office
and requested that you return defendant bail to him? If so:

a. Did you return the bail? If so, please state when you returned the bail
and provide copies of supporting documentation.

b. If you did not return the bail, please state why.
Did you receive a second letter from Mr. Clippinger, dated July 18, 2006,

referenced in Exhibit C, in which he again requested return of the
bail to him? If so, did you do so? If not, please state why.

Did you receive a third letter referenced in Exhibit D of the complaint,
from M. Clippinger dated July 28, 2006, again requesting that the [}
bail be returned to him? If so, did you respond to his request, either by
returning the bail or contacting him to explain why you would not return
the bail?

Have you, to date, returned the [ bail to Mr. Clippinger as requested?
If so, please provide supporting documentation to show the return of bail.
If you have not returned the bail, please state why you have not done so.

Did you receive a letter dated September 27, 2004, from the civil office of

the Chenango County Sheriff’s Department, a copy of which is attached,

which indicated that you had failed to cash check number 24774 relative to
If so:

a. Have you responded to the letter? If so, please state how and when,
and provide a copy of any written response you made.

b. If you did not take any action to correct the matter, please state why.
(As indicated on the handwritten portion of the letter, it appears that
you have never cashed or deposited this check nor have you ever
contacted Chief Civil Clerk Patricia Collier to address the issue.)

The September 27, 2004, letter to you from Ms. Collier also indicates that
check number 24671 sent to you on or about April 13, 2004, in the amount
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NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
April 9, 2007
Page 4

of $1,000 was never cashed or deposited by you until September 30, 2004,
over five months later.

a. Please provide the name of the case referenced by check number
24671 and please provide a copy of the complete court file.

b. Why did you fail to deposit the bail into your official account for
over five months?

c. Were you aware of, and do you believe you complied with, Section
214.9 of the Uniform Civil Rules for the Justice Courts, which
requires that all moneys received in your capacity as town justice
must be deposited into your official bank account within 72 hours of

receipt?

Please number each answer to correspond to the number of the
question you are answering. Feel free to include any information that you believe
is relevant.

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of the Commission's
Operating Procedures and Rules.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Very truly yours,

(s

Cathleen S. Cenci
Chief Attorney

CSC:drp:gd
Enclosures

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
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Clippinger Law Offices

1 West Main Strest

PO Box 272
Smyrna, New York 13464-0272
Scott Clippinger @ 607-627-6811
Fax 607-627-6816

Clippnger

Law Offices
Lalisy .
i Leats

Angust 24, 2006

Commission on Judicial Conduct
61 Broadway

12th Floor

New York NY 10006

re: Town of Plymouth Justice Gladys Branagan
Dear Commission:

Gladys Branagan has failed to return bail money in two cases with which I am involved, or
even to respond to my letters arid phone calls about the matters.

Mr. [ other, Anna Morehead, has been attempting, unsuccessfully, to obtain the
bail which she paid returned to her by Judge Branagan, as shown in the attached letters
labeled Exhibit A.

I have sent three letters to Judge Branagan on Mrs. Morehead’s behalf, one of which was sent
registered, and I am including the proof of delivery. (Exhibit B).

On May 26, 2005 I submitted the bail receipt on ||| B cndorsed to my office, for
return of the bail, as I had agreed to accept the bail receipt as retainer in this matter.

On July 18, 2006 I again sent the judge a letter requesting the bail money be sent to me
(Exhibit C), and at the end of July, I sent another letter to Judge Branagan by certified mail
again asking her to contact me about these two matters (Exhibit D), but I have had no
TESpONSE.
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Cnlando, Frida 32828 |
: &

Jown of Plymeuth Court A

. 0. Box 9 | 0)»:/

Plymouth, NY 13832

Re: Richard €. Monehead (Bail morney)
 Dear Judge:

Ghis Letter is ¢{a££aw’ap‘mateeepamwszmbﬁat‘;7'ﬂadudt&ywm
than three (3) weeks ago vegarding veturn of the bail money that J posted.

Since this matter was settled en Apuil 27, 2006; the nequired appearance
dates met and the maiter settled agreeably, fammﬁt&dﬂzwhma{ﬂie
suliject maney. .

Enclosed Rerewith is.a copyy of Debbic Monk’s Letten, Cinil Clork at the Office

of The Shexiff in Chenange County, dated April 13, 2006, uwbwctmg.b‘iattﬁz
Mmm&zutzmwdtalﬂcwxdzmgaed.

memawmmmwm@ma
I . Cfado, Florvida 32828.

Shank gou fox gour prompt attention to. this matter.
Very buuly yours,
dnna M. Morehead

CE: Scott Clippinger, Log.. -
Ene. |

. EXHIBIT A
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- Phem—— '—"'-—--—.——.___--.—-. .

: - R © CHARGE(S): |
PEOPLE Of THE STATE Of NEW YORK 1. HARASSMENT ZND
Ve . 2. , .
3.
mcmnnan&onmm 4.
{ DEFENDANT') 5,

" Ssid bailor hereby undettakes that the sbove-named defiadant will appear in such action
or proceeding whenever required and will et all imes appear &= ordered by the cont. -
APPEARANCE DATE : April 13, 2006
. PLACE ; Town of Plymouth Comxt
TIME :7:30PM

ﬁﬂ_lmhnwledgeﬂmtfﬂmda&ndmﬁﬂsmwas directed to dosoﬂ:atthemshbailwm

&lmmwwmmmm cashhai!bemmﬁuedw Superior
ftheachmusom:&lnd.
IAcknongeﬁm&ePoundageFee Of 3% .of the bail posted herein Will Be Deducted
ﬁmnthemdbaﬂatﬂ:em of refimnd or forfeiture, unless the action is terminated in favor of the
defendant pursnant to CPL. 160.50

DATE BAIL POSTED: Aprl 8,2006. - ._- :

= M,LM
ACCOURT FOW FAID w L
g ' 4

AMOUNT OF BAIL POSTED: $1500.00 receeT J563T / |
' | | ; ‘Simmofs;&i% |
(Leave Blank) -
Commmgnaun'eﬁxrreﬁmdofbaﬂ.




&y OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF nonz ) imese

u vt Chenang (9 County Ernest R. Cutﬁng, Jr.
Undersheriff .

2'79C01mtyR9ule4ﬁ,Norwidl,N¥ 13815-2238

Phone (607) 334-2000 « Civil Division (607) 334-5175 » Corrections Division (607).336-1402 * Fax # (607) 336-1568

Plymouth Town Court
Judge Branagan
POBox 9

Plymouth, NY 13832

RE: [ R il

Dear Judge Branagan:




B $ RECEIVED
0’([@@,% 5&'?1%/ B
Fhene: I
June 26th, 2006

~ Scatt Clippinger, £sg.
48 Ftale Street -
Nowwich, JVau‘ljaxﬁl3815

Dear Mu. Clippinger:

Fhis eettauafd&:w-uptamy.tﬁuepmmuo pﬁauecae&s tayawt
money to me.

Jmataeaommmw@mmwwwumm
" money to me -- $1500.00 -- that J Believe Ras to. veturned to me in
full!!! Enclosed for your seference is a copy of a letter that the

(%awngaeamtyS&u#mteta]udgeMaganmapM 13
2006

ﬂatd@ynatetﬁatﬂﬁauemﬁmtaﬁamtdca@ed&aﬁmztmm to
ne avail.,

.?@eaoe&eaduioedt&atuuﬁeootﬂe&aiemmeyiomduedﬁy.t&e .
undewigned in the very near futurne, J intend to file a complaint
against Judge Branagan with the Neus York State Commission on




Zudaaaﬁ@anduct. 3 Believe that the Juedge is in violation of Sections
100.3a5 and 100.361 of the Rules Governing Judicial Conduct by

{aifingto promptly dispese of the business of ker court, and:is
neg&dmgﬁwadgadwatweaudadtmummpmm

~ (llse, enclosed is anca{mydiecﬁo paya&htayawcw;da in the sum
of $50.00. Please apply this payment to Richard’s cutstanding
account. .‘ﬂiemdaoeddhcﬁ&aueoaﬁaﬂwwcdtwtawa{.%BUO

| *‘Dwy,uueyyauu

%ﬁzﬁ%

 Ene.




- RECEIVED
I . -
Cnbands, Fovida 33353y

Fhone: [N

Jully, 24¢h, 2006

Scatt Clippinger, Esg.
48 Fale Stueet
Nouvich, New Yor 13815

Re: Richard E. Morehead - Old account
-‘I’e‘a’iﬂ’ae&pﬁiﬂw‘

‘&weuoedlimwdﬁumy,c&ea% payable to gour exdex, mt&eouma{
$50.00. She enclosed check xepresents payment an Richard’s O.LD
ACCOUNT. Fhe balasce vemaining due after this payment witl be
$463.00. Memt&atlaztmdtapay.wt&uammdwdm@
wwlyaumpmdmfuﬂ. .

mmwy.t&atﬁdaagotame. aoa{tﬁcdatea{tﬁw&ttu .‘7ﬁaueyetta
Wtﬁemazey,w&awmmpmc&am&umwct. Jam
furiows about the way the Judge fas Randled this matter -- she has
. absolutely no xight to Reep money Belonging to me. Jo neitevate, I
otill feel that the Judge is in violation of the Rules Governing

- Judicial Conduct by faiting te pramptly dispese of the business of
fex court, and Ras neglected fen adjudicative and administutive
 nesponsibilitics. Please advise.




 Fhank you for youn time and attention to. this matser.




.+ =% - Clippinger Law Offices
' PO Box 272 - 1 West Main Street
Smyrna, New York 13464-0272
607-627-6811
Fax 607-627-6816
intemet scott@clippinger.org

Scott Clippinger

June 1, 2006

Hon. Gladys Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice
PO Box 9

Plymouth 13892

re: [
Dear Judge Branagan:

The defendant’s mother has called to say she has not received the return of the bail in this
matter. I would appreciate your checking into this. Thank you.

Sincerely,

CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES .

Scott Clippinger

cc: Anna Morehead

exssiT B




Clippinger Law Offices
48 Hale Street -
Norwich, New York 13815
607-336-4657

Scott Clippinger Fax 607-336-1628

June 22, 2006

Hon. Gladys Branagan .
Town of Plymouth Justice Court
PO Box 9

Plymouth NY 13832

re: People v. [N
Your Honor:

I am writing to confirm the message which my office left on your voice mail regarding the
above-noted defendant’s bail.

Mr. [ grandmother Anna Morehead has again been in contact with me about the
return of the bail money which she paid to the Court. She is quite upset that it has not been -
returned, despite appa:ently repeated requests.

She stated emphatically that if she does not have it by the begmmng of Jnly, she will
send a letter to the Commission on Judicial Conduct.

Thank you for your prdmpt attenﬁop to tb:s matter.
Sincérely, |

CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES

Scott Clippinger

SCfsc




- Clippinger Law Offices
1 West Main Street
PO Box 272
Smyrna, New York 13464-0272
607-627-6811
Fax 607-627-6816

Scott Clippinger

July 28, 2006

Hon. Gladys Branagan
Town of Plymouth Court .
P.O.Box 9 -

Plymouth NY 13832

re: Return of Bail Money

Your Honor:

I have received no answer to my letters regardini the return of [ I v-

' Anna Morehead, and retmning to me bail money.

I need to know if the bail money in elther case was refurned to the defendant, or if there is
some other reason you are not releasing it.

As prevmusly advxsed, Mrs. Morehead has said she would take this to the Commission, and
her patience is, understandably, running out with my attempts to obtain her bail money.

Please contact me as soon as you receive this letter.
Sincerely,

CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES

Scott Clippinger

CERTIFIED

SC/jsc

91 7

108 2133 3‘13.1 1518 129y




9)~"1"ra_c'lc_ﬂ&].nsta{1t - Pagel ofl

Delivery Status

Here is the detailed status of the shipment you are tracking. Check ali of the information carefully, If
there appears o be a problem with your shipment, contact the carrier directly.

Account Number: 32443277 -
Carrier: USPS
Tracking Number: 9171082133383115181284
Status: Delivered
Date: .July 29,2006 10:37 am
City: PLYMOUTH
State: NY

History
July 29, 2006, 10:12am Notice Left, PLYMOUTH, NY, 13832
July 28, 2006, 7:42 pm Electronic Shipping Info Received, SMYRNA, NY, 13464

http://www.pb.com/cgi-bin/pb.dll/jsp/TrackInstant. do?packagelndex=1&page=TrackInstanc... 8/3/2006




v - % - Chppinger Law Offices
. ‘ ' . 1 West Main Strest
" PO Box 272
Smyma, New York 13464-0272 )
A 607-627-6811
L Fax 607-627-6816

Scott Clippinger

May 26, 2005

Hon. Gladys Branagan
Town of Plymouth Justice
PO Box 9

Plymouth NY 13832

Your Honor:

I am enclosing I o:igina! bail receipt, which is endorsed as being payable to
Clippinger Law Offices.

In light 6f the dismissal of the charges, kindly forward the bail foney to me, payable to
Clippinger Law Offices. Fam enclosing a SASE for your convenience.

Your courtesies are appreciated.
Sinc.:erely,‘ »

CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES

-

-Scott- Clippinger

o I
ELRES

SCljsc

ST PARK-PLACE:

Pl

- WME
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IFGRM » Casbonleys sta«-ﬂmw-smmnrw
- SHERIEF THOMAS J: LOUGHREN'
" GHENANGO- COUNTY -SHERIFF'S. OFFICH -.







Clippinger Law Offices
1 West Main Street

PO Box 272
Smyrna, New York 13464-0272

Clippinger
Law Dffizes

607-627-6811
Fax 607-627-6816

Scott Clippinger

July 18, 2006

Hon. Gladys Branagan
Town of Plymouth Justice
PO Box 9

Plymouth NY 13832

Your Honor:

I am enclosing a copy of the letter which I sent to you on May 26, 2005, with the bail receipt
in the above-noted matter.

My bookkeeper has just brought to my attention that we have never received the bail money
from you. ‘

Please forward it to me immediately.' As you can see from the endorsement on the back, it is
to be paid to my office.

Please let me know if there is any reason why the bail will not be sent to me by the end of
the month.

Sincerely,

CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES

Scott Clippinger
CERTIFIED

SClisc

91 7208 2133 3931 1518 L2449




- Track Instant

: Pimey Bowes,

Delivery Status

Here Is the detailed status bf the shipment you are tracking. Check a

there appears ‘o be a problem with your shipment, contact the camier directly.

Account Number: 32443277
Carrier:
Tracking Number:
Status:
Date:
City:
State:

History

UsPs
9171082133393115181248
Delivered

July 20, 2006 4:35 pm
PLYMOUTH

‘NY

July 20, 2006, 2:57 pm Nofice Left, PLYMOUTH, NY, 13832
July 18, 2006, 7:47 pm Electronic Shipping Info Received, SMYRNA, NY, 13464

http://www.pb.com/ceai-bin/pb.dll/iso/TrackInstant.do?packacelndex=08& pace=TrackInsianc.

l of the information carefully. If

Page 1 of 1

RIANONA




e Y 1 West Main Street

PO Box 272
Smyma, New York 13464-0272
' ~ 607-627-6811
Fax 607-627-6816

Scott Clippinger

July 28, 2006

Hon. Gladys Branagan
Town of Plymouth Court .
P.O. Box 9 _

Plymouth NY 13832

re:  Return of Bail Money
Your Honor:

I have received no answer to my letters rega:rdini the return of [ GGG b:i ©

Anna Morehead, and retuming to me bail money.

I need to know if the bail money in either case was returned to the defendant, or if there is
some other reason you are not releasing it. ..

As previously advised, Mrs. Morehead has said she would take this to the Commission, and
her patience is, understandably, running out with my attempts to obtain her bail money.

Please contact me as soon as you receive this letter.
Sincerely,

CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES

Scott Clippinger

CERTIFIED

SCljsc |

93 7

108 21,33 3931 1513 129y

extisir D
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Delivery Status

Here is the detailed status of the shipment you are tracking. Check all of the information carefully. If
there appears 1o be a problem with your shipment, contact the carrier directly.

Account Number: 32443277
Carrier: USPS
Tracking Number: 8171082133393115181294
Status: Delivered
Date: July 29,2006 10:37 am
City: PLYMOUTH
State: NY

History
July 29, 2006, 10:12 am Notice Left, PLYMOUTH, NY, 13832
July 28, 2006, 7:42 pm Electronic Shipping info Received, SMYRNA, NY, 13464

http://www .pb.com/cgi-bin/pb.dll/jsp/TrackInstant. do?packagelndex=1&page=TrackInstanc... 8/3/2006




TECH MY 235

TOWN OF PLYMOUTH
Hon. Gladys C. Branagan

VMO ZO0E R 2T

_ TOWN JUSTICE e
P.O.Box#9:; = -
Plymouth, N.Y. 13832 ’

D\nnA TRE N

Orlondd L Flotidn 39938
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GLADYS C. BRANAGAN 50'35i/2‘3
TOWN JUSTICE 7000359103 241
P.0. BOX 8 )
PLYMOUTH, NY 13832 Dk‘fﬁw

i oo Dnna Motehead | $1500.00
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September 27, 2004

Plymouth Town Court
POBox9 -

Plymouth, NY 13832

RE: Bail Cheoks - not cashed
Dear Justice Branagan:

Our reoords indicate that you have not cashed the following checks:

Dete  ° CheckNo. Amount
5/11/04 24774 350000 ©
4/13/04 24671 - $1000.00 = Laamacd, bonk 9]36|oy

ifyou have received these checks, please cash them immediately. If you never received
themn, please fill in and return the attached 4Application for Replacement of Check forms
so new checks can be issued.

If we do not hear from you by October 8, 2004 and the checks are not returned in our next

bank statement, payment will be stopped on the checks and the funds will be turned over

to our County Treasurer as unclaimed.

Very truly yours,
| CR 24N ~ never Cagned. -

Patricia Collier - .

Chief Civil Clerk No re.pi\kj Yo this Tl

Sant Yo Coant-j Treosurer

as Untoumed Funds oN
LSS
\J;}?‘i?g ﬁejvaf :'nc{:uired QﬁOth‘
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EXHIBIT F



TOWN OF PLYMOUTH

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
TOWN JUSTICE
P.O. Box#27 ,

th, New York 13832 —
Plymouth, New York 38 Telephone:(607) 336-5720

APRIL AT 001

DEARL CHEF ATibRLEY CEVDU S

T haot Vel mesaceds for  Cioil Dent ol CHEAdrbd

CounTTV  Sue2aff's Uit Aod TThey RAee wadine  Gor bonk

Yo call dhen back e At ciedd woas Dedosird 10

T oalst hove e unabie Yo ged w dovd~  etn maev
blowvors DHOLar BAL ol D . TTRG (Dt hae  reuel Qecid
BN moned LT hovenst bees able 4o deutte. the Yimeo
LEuieD TO. AvIct AL Tre GuesTods. T pAaLe. Rico ou
lecave. o Lami\y e XY ©Or ALds . T Know +ne
iMPoitance O Hus MMottes. T au able +e AevDhe
tha pPLOPLL. Timie NOWO.

%Radup QA.Q/»\.& 6«,

Gladys Branoqan




EXHIBIT G



SRAOUL LIONEL FELDER, Crus

HoN. THOMAS A. KLONICK, Ve Coun -

STEPEEN R. COFFEY
CoLLEEN C. DIPIRRO
RICHARD D, EMERY

PAUL B. HARDING

MarviN E. JACOB

Hon. JILL KONVISER

HON. KAReN K. PETERS

Hon. TERRY JANE RUDERMAN
MurEss

JEAN M. SAVANYU
CLERK

NEW YORK STATE

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
38-40 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207

518-474-5617 518-486-1350
TELRPHONE PACSIMILE

www.sejc.stateny.us

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

April 27, 2007

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice

P.O. Box 27

Plymouth, New York 13832

Dear Judge Branagan:

- ROBERT H. TEMBECKIIAN

ADMIISTRATOR & COUNSEL

CATALEERN S. CENCI
Omumm ALBANY
JounJ. POSTEL -

CHIBF ATTORNEY, ROCRESTER

ALAN W, FRIEDBERG
CHIEF ATTORNEY, NBW YORK

JEAN JOYCE
mdmm
KATHRYNJ. BLAKE
MzvLissa R. DiPaLO
STEPEANIE A. MCNINCH

BRENDA CORREA
STAPF ATTORNEYS

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated April 23, 2007.

2007.

CSC:gd

Very truly yours,

(e 3

Cathleen S. Cenci
Chief Attorney

Your time to submit your response has been extended to Mai;"9°




EXHIBIT H



RAOUL LIONEL FELDER, Char
HON. THOMAS A. KLONICK, Vics CHar
STEPHEN R. COFFEY

COLLEEN C. DIPIRRO
RICHARD D. EMERY

PAUL B. HARDING

MARVINE. JACOB

HON. JiLL KONVISER

HON. KAREN K. PETERS

HON. TERRY JANE RUDERMAN
MEMBERS

JEAN M. SAVANYU
CLERK

NEW Y,ORK STATE

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
38-40 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207

518-474-5617 518-486-1850
TELEPHONE FACSIMILE

www.scjc.state.ny.us

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

May 16, 2007

Honorable Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice

P.O. Box 27

Plymouth, New York 13832

Dear Judge Branagan:

oG/ -Jb A

ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN
ADMINISTRATOR & COUNSEL

CATHLEEN S, CENCI
DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR, ALBANY

JOHN J. POSTEL
DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR, ROCHESTER

ALAN W, FRIEDBERG
DePUTY ADMINISTRATOR, NEW YORK

JEAN JOYCE

SENIOR ATTORNEY
KATHRYN J. BLAKE
MELISSA R. DiPALO
STEPHANIE A. FIX

BRENDA CORREA
STAFF ATTORNEYS

On April 9, 2007, the State Commission on Judicial Conduct wrote
to you requesting your reply to certain matters. On April 27, 2007, the State
Commission on Judicial Conduct wrote to you extending your time to respond to
May 9, 2007. Copies of the letters are attached.

Please respond to the April 9, 2007 letter by May 23, 2007. Your
failure to respond may be found by the Commission to be a failure to cooperate

with the investigation.

CSC:ls
Enclosures

CERTIFIED MAIL

Very truly yours,

(1wl ST

Cathleen S. Cenci

Deputy Administrator

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED




‘RAOUL LIONEL FELDER, CrAR

HON. THOMAS A. KLONICK, ViczCrum -

STEPHEN R. COFFEY
CoLLEEN C, DIPIRRO
RICHARD D, EMERY

PauL B, HARDING

MARVIN E. JACOB

HoN. JILL KONVISER

Hon. KAREN K. PETERS

HoN. TERRY JANE RUDERMAN
MEMBERS

JEAN M. SAVANYU
CLarx

NEW YORK STATE

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

38-40 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207

518-474-5617 518-486-1850
TELEPHONE FACSIMILE

www.scjc.state.ny.us

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

April 27,2007

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice

P.O.Box 27

Plymouth, New York 13832

Dear Judge Branagan:

ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN
ADMINISTRATOR & COUNSEL

CATHLEEN S. CENCI
CHIBF ATTORNEY, ALBANY

JOHNJ. POSTEL
CHIEF ATTORNEY, ROCHESTER

ALAN W, FRIEDBERG
CHIEF ATTORNEY, NEW YORK

Jean JoycE

SENIOR ATTORNEY

KATHRYN J. BLAKE
MELISSA R. DIPALO
STEPHANIE A. MCNINCH

BRENDA CORREA
STAFF ATTORNEYS

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated April 25, 2007.

Your time to submit your response has been extended to May 9,

2007.

CSC:gd

Very truly yours,

(il 3

Cathleen S. Cenci
Chief Attorney




RAOUL LIONEL FELDER, Cuan

NEW YORK STATE

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
38-40 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207

ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN
Hon. THOMAS A- KIDNICK, Vics CrAR 518-474-5617 518-486-1850 ADMINISTRATOR & COUNSEL
STEPHEN R. COFFEY TELEPHONE FACSIMILE CATHLEEN S. CENCI
CoLLEEN C. DIPIRRO CHISF ATTORNEY, ALBANY
RicHARD D. EMERY www.scjc.state.ny.us JoHNJ. POSTEL
PAuUL B. HARDING CHIBF ATTORNEY, ROCHESTSR
MARVIN E. JACOB
ALAN W, FRIEDBERG .
Hon. JiLL KONVISER CHIBF ATTORNEY, NEW YORK :
HoN. KAREN K. PETERS PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL JEAN JOVCE
HoN. TERRY JANE RUDERMAN SENTD
rase April 9,2007 B
. Yu pri KATHRYNJ. BLAKE
JEANM. SavaN ’ MELIssA R. DIPALO
STEPHANIE A. FIX
BRENDA CORREA
STAFF ATTORNEYS

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice

P.0. Box 27

Plymouth, New York 13832

Dear Judge Branagan:

The Commission on Judicial Conduct is investigating a complaint
that in People v. and People v. ﬁ you failed to
timely return bail moneys posted on behalf of the defendants, notwithstanding
numerous requests following the disposition of the cases. A copy of the complaint
is enclosed. In connection with this matter, the Commission requests that you
respond, in writing, to the following questions by April 25, 2007.

1. Did you preside over and dispose of Pegple v. and
People v.| I Assuming that you did, please provide with
your response a complete copy of each of the court files in and
. including the docket/case history reports.

2.  With respect to People v. did the defendant’s mother,
Anna Morehead, post $1,500 bail for the defendant with the Chenango
County Sheriff’s Department on or about April 8, 2006, as indicated in
Exhibit A of Mr. Clippinger’s complaint? If so, was the bail subsequently
transferred to you by the sheriff’s department?

3.  Did you deposit the i bail into your official bank account? If so,
please state when you deposited it into your account and provide copies of
the appropriate receipt, cashbook entry, deposit ticket, and bank statement
documenting the deposit of theﬂ bail.




10.

NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Hon. Gladys C. Branagan

April 9, 2007

Page 2

Did you receive a letter from the sheriff’s department, dated April 13, 2006,
in which Anna Morehead was identified as the individual posting bail for
the defendant and that the bail should be returned to her? (See Exhibit A of
the complaint.)

Did you dispose of People v. ||| |} BN o- or 2bout April 27,
20067 If so, please state how the case was disposed of.

Did you immediately return the $1,500 bail to Anna Morehead? If not,
please state why.

Did you receive telephone calls and letters from both Ms. Morehead and
Mr. Clippinger through July 2006, as shown more fully in Exhibits A and B
of Mr. Clippinger’s complaint, repeatedly requesting that you respond to
Ms. Morehead’s request for the return of bail? If so, please state whether
you responded to Ms. Morehead and Mr. Clippinger’s requests, and if so, to
whom you responded, how you responded, and when. Please provide
copies of any written response you may have made to either of them. If
you did not respond, please state why.

Did you write a check returning Ms. Morehead’s $1,500 bail on November 7,
2006, as evidenced by attached check number 241, dated October 10, 2006,
and the accompanying envelope? If so, please state why you did not return
the bail sooner. In addition, please state why you dated the check to Ms.
I October 10, 2006, but did not send it until November 7, 2006.

With respect to People v. || ws bail in the amount of $500
posted with the Chenango County Sheriff’s Department on or about May-1,
2004, and later transferred to you by the sheriff’s department? (See Exhibit
C of Mr. Clippinger’s complaint.) If so, please state:

a. When you received the bail from the sheriff’s department.

b. When you deposited the $500 bail into your official account. Please
provide copies of the receipt you issued for the bail, cashbook entry,
deposit ticket, and bank statement, documenting the deposit of the

bail.

Did you subsequently preside over and dispose of People v. [} 1f so,
please state the disposition of the [JJJj case and the date of disposition.




11

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Hon. Gladys C. Branagan

April 9, 2007
Page 3

As referenced in Exhibit C of his complaint, did you receive
correspondence dated May 26, 2005, from Mr. Clippinger, in which he
provided to you a copy of the original bail receipt endorsed to his law office
and requested that you return defendant JJJjjijj bail to him? If so:

a. Did you return the bail? If so, please state when you returned the bail
and provide copies of supporting documentation.

b. If you did not return the bail, please state why.
Did you receive a second letter from Mr. Clippinger, dated July 18, 2006,

referenced in Exhibit C, in which he again requested return of the
bail to him? If'so, did you do so? If not, please state why.

Did you receive a third letter referenced in Exhibit D of the complaint,
from Mr. Clippinger dated July 28, 2006, again requesting that the
bail be returned to him? If so, did you respond to his request, either by
returning the bail or contacting him to explain why you would not return
the bail?

Have you, to date, returned the - bail to Mr. Clippinger as requested?
If so, please provide supporting documentation to show the return of bail.
If you have not returned the bail, please state why you have not done so.

Did you receive a letter dated September 27, 2004, from the civil office of
the Chenango County Sheriff’s Department, a copy of which is attached,
which indicated that you had failed to cash check number 24774 relative to

B it so:

a. Have you responded to the letter? If so, please state how and when,
and provide a copy of any written response you made.

b. If you did not take any action to correct the matter, please state why.
(As indicated on the handwritten portion of the letter, it appears that
you have never cashed or deposited this check nor have you ever
contacted Chief Civil Clerk Patricia Collier to address the issue.)

The September 27, 2004, letter to you from Ms. Collier also indicates that
check number 24671 sent to you on or about April 13, 2004, in the amount




NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Hon, Gladys C. Branagan
April 9, 2007
Page 4

of $1,000 was never cashed or deposited by you until September 30, 2004,
over five months later.

a. Please provide the name of the case referenced by check number
24671 and please provide a copy of the complete court file.

b. Why did you fail to deposit the bail into your official account for
over five months?

c. Were you aware of, and do you believe you complied with, Section
214.9 of the Uniform Civil Rules for the Justice Courts, which
requires that all moneys received in your capacity as town justice
must be deposited into your official bank account within 72 hours of

receipt?

Please number each answer to correspond to the number of the
question you are answering. Feel free to include any information that you believe
is relevant.

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of the Comm1ss1on s
Operating Procedures and Rules.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Very truly yours,

Odosst

Cathleen S. Cenci
Chief Attorney

CSC:drp:gd
Enclosures

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
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NEW YORK STATE
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
38-40 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207
518-474-5617 518-486-1850 .
ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN TELEPHONE FACSIMILE %ﬁfﬁiﬂ,ﬁfﬂg
ADMINISTRATOR & COUNSEL .
www.scjc.state.ny.us CHERYL L. RANDALL
BRUCE D. LENNARD
SENIOR ATTORNEYS
KATHRYN J. BLAKE
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL STAFF ATTORNEY
September 12, 2007
Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice
P.O. Box 27

Plymouth, New York 13832
Dear Judge Branagan:

In accordance with Article 2-A of the Judiciary Law, the State
Commission on Judicial Conduct is conducting an investigation into complaints
that in People v. _ and People v. _ you failed to
timely return bail moneys posted on behalf of the defendants, notwithstanding
numerous requests following the disposition of the cases; and that you failed to
file reports or remit funds to the State Comptroller in the time required by law for
the months of April through June 2006, resulting in the stopping of your judicial
salary on August 30, 2006. Copies of the complaints are enclosed.

In connection with this investigation, the Commission requests that
you appear on September 28, 2007, at 1:00 P.M., at the Commission's offices,
Hampton Plaza, 38-40 State Street, Albany, New York, to give testimony
concerning the allegations.

At your appearance, you will be asked about the allegations in the
complaints. You will be asked specifically about when you received and
deposited the || and bails, and your general practice as to the
receipt, deposit, reporting, and recordkeeping of all court funds.

In addition, you will be asked about your apparent failure to respond
to letters from the Commission, dated April 9, 2007, April 27, 2007, and May 16,
2007, copies of which are attached.




NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
September 12, 2007
Page 2

Please bring with you at the time of your appearance all of the
following court records for the period January 1, 2004, through the present;

Bank Statements, Canceled Checks, and Deposit Tickets
Fine and Bail Receipts

Cashbook

Check Register

Bail Ledger

Criminal, Motor Vehicle, Civil, and Small Claims Dockets

Case files pertaining to People v. | ] 2nd

In addition, please bring with you any additional records or
dockets which would assist you in responding to questions regarding these
matters.

Your appearance is requested in accordance with Section 44,
subdivision 3, of the Judiciary Law. This is not a hearing as provided by Section
44, subdivision 4, of the Judiciary Law. Your testimony will be sworn and
recorded, and a copy of the transcript will be provided to you at no cost. You have
the right to be represented by counsel and to make a statement and present relevant
material. Your attorney will have the opportunity to ask you questions, subject to
further questioning by Commission staff. Copies of the complaints, the
Commission’s Operating Procedures and Rules, and directions to the
Commission's Albany office are enclosed.

Please confirm your appearance by September 25, 2007.
Very truly yours,

X

Cathleen S. Cenci
Deputy Administrator

CSC:gd
Enclosures

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED




NEW YORK STATE
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

e 38-40 STATE STREET
.oUL L1ONEL FELDER, Crux ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207 ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN
oN. THOMAS A. KLONICK, rice Crua 518-474-5617  518-486-1850 APMINISTRATOR & COLNSEL
ePHEN R. COFFEY TELEPHONE FACSIMILE CATHLEEN S. CENCI
)LLEEN C. DIPIRRO ) CHIEF ATTORNEY, ALBANY
cAARD D. EMERY www.scjc.state.ny.us ~ JOHNJ. POSTEL
UL B. HARDING CHIEF ATTORNEY, ROCHESTER
ARVIN E. JACOB ALAN W. FRIEDBERG
N, JiLL KONVISER CHIEF ATTORNEY, NEW Yorr =~ °
. KAREN K. PETERS PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL JEANJOYCE
i[:;.s LERRY JANE RUDERMAN ) SENIORATTORNEY
AN M. SAVANYU April 9, 2007 ' KATHRYN I, BLAKE
aE : MELissa R. D1PaLO
STEPHANIE A. Fix
BRENDA CORREA
STAFF ATTORNEYS

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice

P.O. Box 27

Plymouth, New York 13832

Dear Judge Branagan:

The Commission on Judicial Conduct is investigating a complaint
that in People v. [ 21 People v. [N yov failed to
timely return bail moneys posted on behalf of the defendants, notwithstanding -
numerous requests following the disposition of the cases. A copy of the: .complaint
is enclosed. In connection with this matter, the Commission requests that you
respond, in writing, to the following questlons by April 25, 2007.

1. Did you preside over and dispose of People v. ||| | QbbNENE 2
People v. || Assuming that you did, please provide with
your response a complete copy of each of the court files in ||| and

I including the docket/case history reports.

2. With respect to People v. ||| B did the defendant’s mother,
Anna Morehead, post $1,500 bail for the defendant with the Chenango
County Sheriff’s Department on or about April 8, 2006, as indicated in
Exhibit A of Mr. Clippinger’s complaint? If so, was the bail subsequently
transferred to you by the sheriff’s department?

Did you deposit the |Jif bail into your official bank account? If so,

please state when you deposited it into your account and provide copies of
the appropriate receipt, cashbook entry, deposit ticket, and bank statement
documenting the deposit of the ||| bail.

(&S]




10.

NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
' Hon. Gladys C. Branagan

April 9, 2007
Page 2

Did you receive a letter from the sheriff’s department, dated April 13, 2006,
in which Anna Morehead was identified as the individual posting bail for
the defendant and that the bail should be returned to her? (See Exhibit Exhibit A of
the complaint.)

Did you dispose of People v. |||} R o or about April 27,
20067 If so, please state how the case was disposed of.

Did you immediately return the $1,500 bail to Anna Morehead? If not,
please state why.

Did you receive telephone calls and letters from both Ms. Morehead and
Mr. Clippinger through July 2006, as shown more fully in Exhibits A and B
of M. Clippinger’s complaint, repeatedly requesting that you respond to
Ms. Morehead’s request for the return of bail? If so, please state whether
you responded to Ms. Morehead and Mr. Clippinger’s requests, and if so, to
whom you responded, how you responded,-and when. Please provide
copies of any written response you may have made to either of them. If

'you did not respond, please state why.

. . '\\
Did you write a check returning Ms. Morehead’s $1,500 bail on Neyember 7,
2006, as evidenced by attached check number 241, dated October 10; 2006,

- and the accompanying envelope? If so, please state why you did not return
. the bail sooner. In addition, please state why you dated the check to Ms.
Morehead October 10, 2006, but did not send it until November 7, 2006.

With respect to People v. || w25 bail in the amount of $500
posted with the Chenango County Sheriff’s Department on or about May-1,
2004, and later transferred to you by the sheriff’s department? (See Exhibit
C of Mr. Clippinger’s complaint.) If so, please state:

a. When you received the bail from the sheriff’s department.

b. When you deposited the $500 bail into your official account. Please
provide copies of the receipt you issued for the bail, cashbook entry,
deposit ticket, and bank statement, documenting the deposit of the

bail.

Did you subsequently preside over and dispose of People v. |7 If so,
please state the disposition of the JJJj case and the date of disposition.




11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
April 9, 2007
Page 3

As referenced in Exhibit C of his complaint, did you receive
correspondence dated May 26, 2005, from Mr. Clippinger, in which he
provided to you a copy of the original bail receipt endorsed to his law office
and requested that ‘you return defendant I b:il to him? If so:

a. Did you return the bail? Ifso please state when you returned the bail
and provide copies of supporting documentation.

b. Ifyoudid not return the bail, please state why.
Did you receive a second letter from Mr. Clippinger, dated July 18, 2006,

referenced in Exhibit C, in which he again requested return of the
bail to him? If so, did you do so? If not, please state why.

Did you receive a third letter referenced in Exhibit D of the complaint,
from Mr. Clippinger dated July 28, 2006, again requesting that the
bail be returned to him? If so, did you respond to his request, either by

-returning the bail or contacting him to explain why you would not return

the bail? _ \

Have you, to date, returned the [JJJj bail to Mz. Clippinger as requested?

If so, please provide supporting documentation to show the return of bail.

If you have not returned the bail, please state why you have not done so.

Did you receive a letter dated September 27, 2004, from the civil office of
the Chenango County Sheriff’s Department, a copy of which is attached,
which indicated that you had failed to cash check number 24774 relative to

B o

a Have you responded to the letter? If so, please state how and when,
: and provide a copy of any written response you made.

b. If you did not take any action to correct the matter, pleaSe state why.

(As indicated on the handwritten portion of the letter, it appears that
you have never cashed or deposited this check nor have you ever
contacted Chief Civil Clerk Patricia Collier to address the issue.)

The September 27, 2004, letter to you from Ms. Collier also indicates that
check number 24671 sent to you on or about April 13, 2004, in the amount




NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Hon, Gladys C. Branagan
April 9, 2007
Page 4

of $1,000 was never cashed or deposited by you until September 30, 2004, |
over five months later. '

a.  Please provide the name of the case referenced by check number
24671 and please provide a copy of the complete court file.

b.  Why did you fail to deposit the bail into your official account for
over five months?

c. Were you aware of, and do you believe you complied with, Section
214.9 of the Uniform Civil Rules for the Justice Courts, which
requires that all moneys received in your capacity as town justice
must be deposited into your official bank account within 72 hours of

receipt?

‘ Please number each answer to correspond to the number of the
question you are answering. Feel free to include any information that you believe -
is relevant.

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of the Commlssmn s
Operating Procedures and Rules. "

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Very truly yours,

AT

Cathleen S. Cenci
Chief Attorney

CSC:drp:gd
Enclosures

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED




TOWN OF PLYMOUTH
Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
TOWN JUSTICE
P.O. Box#27
Plymouth, New York 13832
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Hon. JILL KONVISER
HON. KAREN K. PETERS
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MEMERRS
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NEW YORK STATE

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
38-40 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207

518-474-5617 518-486-1850
TELEPEONE FACSIMILE

www.scjc.state.ny.us

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

April 27, 2007

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice

P.O.Box 27

Plymouth, New York 13832

Dear Judge Branagan:

- ROBERTH. TEMBECKIIAN

ADMINISTRATOR & COUNSEL

CATHLEEN S. CENCI
Omumm ALBANY
JouNJ. PosTeL -

CHIBF ATTORNBY, ROCHESTER

ALAN W, FRIEDBERG
CHIEF ATTORNEY, N8W YORK

JEAN JOYCE
SENIOR ATTORNEY

KATHRYNJ. BLAXE
MeLissa R. DIPALO
STEPHANIE A. MCNINCH

BRENDA CORREA
SYAFP ATTORNEYS

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated April 23, 2007.

2007.

CSC:gd

Very truly yours,

(i 3

Cathleen S. Cenci
Chief Attorney

Your time to submit your response has been extended to Maf/"9°
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NEW YORK.STATE

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
38-40 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207

518-474-5617 518-486-1850
TELEPHONE FACSIMILE

www.scjc.state.ny.us

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
May 16, 2007

Honorable Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice

P.O.Box 27

Plymouth, New York 13832

Dear Judge Branagan:

06/F) ~dlo N

ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN
ADMINISTRATOR & COUNSEL

CATHLEEN S. CeNCI
DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR, ALBANY

Joun J. POSTEL
DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR, ROCHESTER

ALAN W. FRIEDBERG "
Dmnmmm NEW YORK

JEAN JOYCE
SENIOR ATTORNEY

KATHRYN J. BLAKE
MELIsSA R. DIPALO
STEPHANIE A, FIX

BRENDA CORREA
STAFF ATTORNEYS

On April 9, 2007, the State Commission on Judicial Conduct wrote
to you requesting your reply to certain matters. On April 27, 2007, the State
Commission on Judicial Conduct wrote to you extending your time to reSpond to
May 9, 2007. Copies of the letters are attached.

Please respond to the April 9, 2007 letter by May 23, 2007. Your
failure to respond may be found by the Commission to be a.failure to cooperate

with the investigation.
Very truly yours,
Cathleen S. Cenci

Deputy Administrator

CSC:ls
Enclosures

. CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED




| ,Clippinger Law Offices

1 West Main Strest

PO Box 272
Smyrna, New York 13484-0272
Scott Clippinger @ 607-627-6811
V Fax 607-627-6816

Clxp;:mgtt

August 24, 2006

Commission on Judicial Conduct
61 Broadway

12th Floor

New York NY 10006

re: Town of Plymouth Justice Glédys Branagan
Dear Commission:

Gladys Branagan has failed to return bail money in two cases with which I am involved, or
even to respond to my letters arid phone calls about the matters. »

]
M. [ other, Anna Morehead, has been attempting, unsuccessfully, to- obtam the

bail which she paid returned to her by Judge Branagan, as shown in the attached letters
labeled Exhibit A.

I have sent three letters to Judge Branagan on Mrs. Morehead’s behalf one of which was sent
registered, and I am including the proof of delivery. (E'X.hlblt B). ‘

On May 26, 2005 I submitted the bail receipt on ||| I cndorsed to my office, for
return of the bail, as I had agreed to accept the bail receipt as retainer in this matter.

On July 18, 2006 I again sent the judge a letter requesting the bail money be sent to me
(Exhibit C), and at the end of July, I sent another letter to Judge Branagan by certified mail
again asking her to contact. me about these two matters (Exhibit D), but I have had no
Tesponse.

E
wTr

Wgz f‘g lis mgtter over to you,

L ouk

a0 pafzeimmod afsie
fubnal tpinioul
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Chenango County ‘ Emesmcm .
Undersheriff - . -

: MCountyRon!e‘lﬁ,Norwxch,NY 13815-2238
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Phone (607) 334-2000 » Civil Divisian (607) 334-5175 » Correctians Division (607).336-1402 + Fax 8 (607) 336-1568

Plymouth Town Court  ** |

Judge Branagan
PO Box 9
Plymouth, NY 13832

RE: _~Bai1
Dear Judge Branagan.

Theballpmdfer_sﬁouldbe epérned to Anna Merehead as she is
themdmdualthatpaldthebail. Ms Morehead entﬂlemoneybyw&stemxmmn.
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.+ Clippinger Law Offices
o ‘ PO Box 272 - 1 West Main Street
Smymna, New York 13464-0272 :
' - 607-627-6811
Fax 607-627-6816
internet scott@clippinger.org,

Scott'Clippingel;

June 1, 2006

Hon. Gladys Branagan -
Plymouth Town Justice
PO Box 9
- Plymouth 13892
N ER

Dear Judge Bfanagg.u:

The defendant’s mother has called to say she has not received the _rgni:n of the bail in this
matter. I would appreciate your checking into this. Thank you.

Sincersly,

CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES

Scott Clippinger"‘

cc:  Anna Morehead

. ewarr B




* Clippinger taw Offices

. 48 Hale Street -
Norwich, New York 13815
) 607-336-4657 .

~ Scott Clippinger Fax 607-336-1628

June 22, 2006

‘Hon. Gladys Branagan .
Town of Plymouth Justice Court
PO Box 9

Plymouth NY 13832

re:  People v. [ NENEGGEGNG
Your Honor:

[ am wntmg to conﬁrm the m&sage Whlch my ofﬁce left on your voice mail regardmg the
above-noted defendant’s bail. '

Mr. Morehead's grandmother Anna Morehead has again‘ been in contact with me about the
retum of the bail money which-she paid to the Court. She is qmte upset that it } has not been ~
retumed, desplte a;pparenﬂy repeated requ&cts

She stabed emphancally that if she does not have it by the begmmng of July, she will
send a letter to the Commission on Judicial Conduct.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely, |

CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES

Scott Clippixiger

SCfisc




~ Clippinger Law Offices
1 West Main Strest

PO Box 272
Smymna, New York 13464-0272

®

Clizpinger

607-627-6811
Fax 607-627-6816

Scott Clippinger

July 28, 2006

Hon. Gladys Branagan

Town of Plymouth Court
PO.Box 9

Plymouth NY 13832

re: Return of Bail Money

Your Honor:

I have received no answer to my letters regarding the return of || N} I b
Anna Morehead, and returning to me _ bail money. ;

I need to know if the bail money in either case was returned to the defendant, or if therc is
some other reason you are not releasing it. :

AS pre.vmusly admsed, Mrs. Morehead has said she would take this to the Commission, and =
her patience is, understandably, running out with my attempts to obtaix; her bail money.

Please contact me as sooﬁ as you receive this letter.
Sincerely, :
CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES

Scott Clippinger

CERTIFIED

SCrisc
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Page 1 of1

Delivery Status

Here is the detailed status of the shipment you are tracking. Check all of the information carefully. If
there appears o be a problem with your shipment, contact the carrier directly. .

Account Number 32443277
Carrier: USPS

’ Tracking Number: /9171082133393115181294
Status: Delivered
-Date: July 29,2006 10:37 am
City: PLYMOUTH
State: NY

History
July 29, 2006, 10:12 am Notice Left, PLYMOUTH, NY, 13832

July 28,2008, 7:42 pm Electronic Shipping Info Received, SMYRNA, NY 13464

httn:/fwww nh.com/cei-bin/ob.dl/iso/TrackInstant. do?vackagelndex=1&page=TrackInstanc... 8/3/2006




S ulppmger Law Oftices
e Y 1 West Main Street ~ -
_ PO Box 272
Smyrna, New York 13464-0272 .
= 607-627-6811

Scott Clippinger
' Fax 607-627-6816

May 26, 2005

Hon. Gladys Branagan
Town of Plymouth Justice
POBox9 .
Plymouth NY 13832

Your Honor:

I am enclosing _ ongmal ba.ﬂ rece:pt, wh:ch is endorsed as bemg payable to
Chppmger Law Offices. _

In light of the mszmssal of the charges, k:mdly forward the bail money to me, payable to -
Chppmger Law Offices.” } am enclosmg a SASB ‘for your convemence

Your courtesr.es are appreclated.
Smcerely, . .
CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES
-Scott- Clippinger

cc: Mchaelﬁrown - o o

'..',(, s

SClisc ]
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v Cllpplnger Law Offlces
1 West Main Strest
. PO Box 272 )
: ' Smyma, New York 13464-0272
‘Scott Clippinger , e

July 18, 2006

Hon. Gladys Branagan -
Town of Plymouth Justlce
PO Box9 -

Plymouth NY 13832

re: [

Your' Honor'

Iam enelosmg a copy- of tb.e Ietter which I sent to you on May 26 2005 with the baﬂ recelpt-

,mtheabove-notedmatter T

My bookkeeper has Just brought to my attention that we ha.ve never received the: bail money
from you. . .

Please forward it o me lmmedxa.tely As you can se¢ from the endorsement on the back, it is

to be paid to my office.

Please let me know if there is any Teason why the bail will not be sent to me by the end of
the month.

Sincerely, | ‘
CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES
Scott Clippinger .

SClisc

91 7108 2133 3"!31.151& 1249

607-627-6811
Fax 607-627-6816 .




 Delivery Status

Here is the detalled status bf the shipmént you ara tracking. Check all of the information carefully, If
- there appears 1o be a problem with your shipment, contact the carrier directly.

Account Number: 32443277
.Carrier:

Tracking Number:

Status:
Date:
Clty:
State:

History

usPs
9171082133393115181249
Dehvered

July 20,2006 4:35pm
PLYMOUTH

‘NY

July 20, 2006, 2:57 pm NcmceLaft, PLYMOUTH, NY 13832
July 18, 2006 7:47 pm Eleclmmc Shipping Info Received, SMYRNA NY, 13464

| TSR ) MUY TUUNUURY SRUNLIR SEJU S IRE | § L SN, (SN, U, ADIPUIUUNT. BUY. S SURPNPE 0. SIS - SUSRNDPON SRS I 4
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U 1 West Main Street
R PO Box 272
Smyrna, New York 13464-0272

®"

Clippinger.
Law Offices 8

607-627-6811
Fax 607-627-6816

Scott Clippinger

Tuly 28, 2006 -

Hon. Gladys Branagan
Town of Plymouth Court
PO.Box 9%

Plymouth NY 13832

re:  Return of Bail Money

Your Honor: .

I have received no answer to my letters regarding the return of ||| | N NN b= t
Anna Morehead, and returning to me ||| I v money.

I need to know if the bail money in either case was returned to the defendant, or if there is
some other reason you are not releasing it. 4 ..

As previously advised, Mrs. Morehead has said she would take this to the Commﬁsion, and .
her patience is, understandably, running out with my attempts to obtain her bail money.

Please contact me as soon as you receive this letter.
Sincerely,

CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES

Scott Clippinger

CERTIFIED

SC/isc

91 7

108 2133 3931 1518 leqy

ExXHIBIT D




Tracklostant . Y Pagelott

Delivery Status

Here is the detailed status of the shipment you are tracking. Check all of the information carefully. if
there appears {o be a problem with your shipment, contact the camier directly.

Account t\umbar 232443277
Carrier: USPS
Tracking Number: 9171082133383115181294
Status: Delivered
Date: July 29,2006 10:37 amn
City: PLYMOUTH
‘State: NY

History
July 28, 2006, 10:12 am -Notfice Left, PLYMOUTH, NY, 1 3832
July 28, 2006, 7:42 pm Elsctronic Shipping Info Received, SMYRNA NY, 13464

. Pt Lt el 3N e I P n b T obant An?mnknaeTndexﬁ-—l&na.qe=Tracklnstanc... 8/3/2006




| ITICA BY ETS

TOWN OF PLYMOUTH . , ;
Hon. Gladys C. Branagan ﬁ}? PEEIN RIS FRY AT ¥

 TOWN JUSTICE . b

P.O.Box#9:, - o Rt e T S
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872607 1310 Fax ‘ -
. < .80 ; -
e, 73361558 CHENANGU CRviL ure . S

September 27, 2004

Plymouth Town Court
POBax9 -

Plymouth, NY 13832

RE: Bail Checks - not cashad
Dear Justice Branagan:

Our réoards indicate that you have not cashed the following checks:

Date ' CheckNo Amount
51104 24774 | $500.00 © .
413/04 24671 ' smoooo—-uwm, »bon\ﬁ qlaolbw

Ifyau have received these checks, please cash them tmmedxately If you never received
them, please fill in and return the attached Application fcr Replacemem of Check forms
so new checks can be issued. _

lfwedonotheaﬁomyoubyOctobew&ZOM and the checks are not returned i our next
bank statement, payment will be stopped on the checks and the fimds will be turned over
toam'ComtyTxeasmerasxmclalmed.

Very truly yours,
L 24Ny -
N QK never Cagned. -
Chief Civil Clerk No rep\:j Yo this leTter

| Sunt Coan‘i\‘j Treosurer .

Qs U"’*uzo.une,d Q,mds on
Lr‘/z<7/o5 o
dae Never :'niuired aboul

this
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R . ‘ PAGE  B2/82
STATE OF NEW YORK |
ALAN G. HEVESI MARK P. PATTISON
COMPTROLLER OFFICE OF THE STATE COMPTROLLER DEPUTY COMFIROLLER

110 STATE IVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT SBRVICES
MMU& 30, 2086 AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Supervisor Tel: (S18)4744037 Fax: (S16) 486-6479

Town of Plymouth
3676 State Hwy 23
South Plymouth NY 13844

Re: Justice 1D# 08367503978
Honorable Gladys Branagan

Dear Supervisor:

This is official notification that the above referenced justice has not properly
reported to the State Comptroller for the following month(s):
04/2006 05/2006 06/2006

Pursuant to section 27 of the Town Law and section 4-410 of the Village Law,

every town and village justice must file a report monthly with thie State Comptroller. The
report, certification, or remittance if any, is due by the tenth of the month following the
report month (e.g. the April report by the tenth of May). A report must be sent to us even
if It is to indicate that no activity occurred in that month. In the event that a justice fails to
properly report or properly account for any moneys received by such justice, the chief
fiscal officer will be notified. Upon receipt of such notice from the State Comptroller, it -
shall be unlawful for.the town or village to make any further payment of compensation to
such justice until receipt of a notice from the Comptroller that a proper accounting has
been made.

T No further compensation should be made to this justice until further notice from
this office. Please sign the attached copy of this notification and retumn it to:

Office of the State Comptroller
Justice Court Fund Sincerely,
110 State Street :
Albany, NY 12236 ' Clarmess Lo Sorpet
. : / ~ Tammil Cobum-Sossel
} / Manager -
- szé_ %3 Justice Court Fund
Signature : Date
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& A unique identifigr for your mailplece

m - Arecord of delivery kept by the Postal Service for two years

Important Reminders: §

w Certified Mail may ONLY be combined with First-Class Mailg or Priority Mailg.

u Certified Mail is not dvailable for any.¢lass of infernational mail. :

NO INSURANCE COVERAGE 1S PROVIDED with Certified Mail. For
valuables, please consider Insured or Registered Mail,

@ For an'additional fee, a Return Receipt may be requested to provide proof of
delivery. To obtain Return Receipt service, please cormnplete and attach a Return.
Receipt (FS Form 381‘1) to the article and add applicable postage 1o cover the
fee. Endorse mailpiece "Return Recsipt Requested”. To recsive a fee walver for
a duplgéate return receipt, 2 USPSe postmark on your Certified Mail receiptis
required. ; )

® For an additional foe, delivery may ‘be restricted to the addressee or
addressee's authorized agent. Advise the clerk or mark the mailpiece with the
endorsement "Restricted Delivery”. :

® If a postmark on the Certified Malil receipt is desired, please pregent the arti-
cle:at the post office for postmarking. If & postmarkon the Cerlified Mail
receiptis not needed, detach and affix label with postage and mail,

IMPORTANT: Save this receipt and present it when making an inquiry.
Internet aceess to delivery information is not-availahle on mail
addressed {o-APDs and FPOs.
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- B Print your name and address on the reverse
sothatwecanreturnthecardtoyou.
B Attach this card to the back of the mailplece,
oron the frc:n‘i if space permits.

1. Article Addressed to:

b Sladys C. Preness

PO BSy% p
/{; it J NY

35‘36’%

iB é edby nnted ame).

COMPLETE THlS SECTID

A Stgnature
1 Agent
Addresses

g Aot _o

¢. Date of Delivery
O COUsS ONL ;ﬁk’
D. Is delivery address different,fro'm temi 1 [ Yes
I YES, enter delivery address betow— [ No

3. Sewvice-Type
E{ggﬁed Mall [ Express Mail

[ Registersd ~ [ZL®aturn Receipt for Merchandise
Ll insuredMall 1C0OD

2. Aricle Number
(Transfer from service Jabel)

l 4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fee) £l Yes

700k D810 DOO2 OOL7? B575

_PS Form 3811, February 2004

Domestic Return Receipt

=

102595-02-M-1540"
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NEW YORK STATE Soot o0y
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
38-40 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207
518-474-5617 518-486-1850 CATHLEEN S. CENCI
ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN TELEPHONE FACSIMILE DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR
ADMINISTRATOR & COUNSEL
www.scjc.state.ny.us CHERYL L. RANDALL

BRUCE D. LENNARD
SENIOR ATTORNEYS

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

September 27, 2007

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice
P.O.Box 9

Plymouth, New York 13832

Dear Judge Branagan:

This is to confirm that your appearance to give testimony before the
Commission has been adjourned at your request to October 12, 2007, at
9:00 A.M.

Very truly yours,

RC

Cathleen S. Cenci
Deputy Administrator

CSC:gd




EXHIBIT K



NEW YORK STATE

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
38-40 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207

518-474-5617 518-486-1850

ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN TELEPHONE FACSIMILE
ADMINISTRATOR & COUNSEL

www.scjc.state.ny.us

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

October 17, 2007

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice

P.O. Box 27

Plymouth, New York 13832

Matter of Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
Dear Judge Branagan:

Enclosed please find a copy of the transcript in the above matter on
October 11, 2007, and copies of the exhibits.

Very truly yours,
Lisa Savaria
Assistant Administrative Officer

Enclosures
cc: Cathleen S. Cenci, Esq.

CERTIFIED MAIL
RE RECEIPT REQUESTED

CATHLEEN S. CENCI
DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR

CHERYL L. RANDALL
BRUCE D. LENNARD
SENIOR ATTORNEYS




STATE OF NEW YORK
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

................................. X

In the Matter of an Investigation

Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 3,

of the Judiciary Law in Relation to

GLADYS C. BRANAGAN,

a Justice of the Plymouth Town Court,

Chenango County.

................................. X
38-40 State Street
Albany, New York 12207
October 12, 2007
9:54 AM

Before:

MATTHEW J. KELLY, ESQ.
Referee

Present:

CATHLEEN S. CENCI
Deputy Administrator

Also Present:

DONALD R. PAYETTE
Senior Investigator and ESR Operator



(Hon. Gladys C. Branagan)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

MR. PAYETTE: On the record.

MR. KELLY: This is the matter of the Honorable
Gladys Branagan, Plymouth Town Justice. It is Friday,
October the 12", 2007. My name is Matthew J. Kelly. I am
at the offices of the Commission on Judicial Conduct, State
Street in Albany. We were to begin at 9:00 A.M. this
morning. It’s now 9:56 by my watch and we’ve had no
appearance or contact by Judge Branagan, so I am now
going to determine that she has failed to appear and I am
going to permit Ms. Cenci to mark some documents in
regard to this matter.

MS. CENCI: Thank you. I am marking as Exhibit 1
a copy of a letter addressed to Judge Branagan from myself
dated September 12, 2007, enclosing the complaints in this
matter and requesting her appearance here in this office on
September 28, 2007 at 1:00 PM.

(Commission Exhibit 1 was marked for identification.)

That letter requested that the judge confirm her appearance
by September 25, 2007. I had a telephone conversation
with the judge on or about September 27" in which she
requested an adjournment of today’s-- excuse me, of the
September 28" proceeding. During that telephone
conversation, I did agree to adjourn the proceeding, with

your honor’s permission, to today’s date at 9:00 AM, and [

STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

38-40 State Street
Albany, New York 12207




(Hon. Gladys C. Branagan)

1
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followed that up with the judge by letter, which I am
marking as Exhibit 2. ‘
(Commission Exhibit 2 was marked for identification.)
So, on that date, September 27"‘, 2007, I confirmed in
writing that she would appear today at 9:00 AM. The judge
orally agreed to today’s date and time as well. In addition,
Commission Investigator Donald Payette took a telephone
call yesterday from Judge Branagan who was seeking
directions to the office here. We had provided her with
written directions, but my understanding is that Mr. Payette
did orally reinforce those directions with the judge and
during his conversation with her, she agreed that she knew
that today’s proceeding was to begin at 9:00 AM. Justa
few minutes prior to making this record, Mr. Payette made
telephone calls to Judge Branagan’s home and office. We
had-- She had given me her home and office phone
numbers in my earlier telephone conversation with her.
There was no response at the home telephone number. At
the office telephone, which is the office of Frontier
Communications, they indicated that she had been out sick
for the past few days and was not there today. They
provided the telephone number of the judge’s daughter,
Katie Branagan. Mr. Payette telephoned Ms. Branagan, the
daughter, and did reach her, and she indicated that she did

STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

38-40 State Street
Albany, New York 12207




(Hon. Gladys C. Branagan)

1 not know her mother’s whereabouts today. So, if there is

2 nothing further, I--

3 MR. KELLY: --No, and it’s now approaching

4 10:00, exactly, on my watch, so we’ll just deem this

5 proceeding closed and will stand adjourned.

6 MS. CENCI: Thank you.

7 MR. KELLY: Yeah.

8 MS. CENCI: Okay.

9 (OFF THE RECORD.)
10 MR. PAYETTE: Okay. We’re on the record.
11 MS. CENCI: It is October 12, 2007, 11:30 AM.
12 _ This is in the Matter of Gladys Branagan. Earlier today, we
13 | had recorded that Judge Branagan had not appeared. She is,
14 in fact, present now. She did arrive here at approximately
15 11:00 A.M., indicating that she had had difficulty getting
16 here, finding the office. I explained that we cannot now
17 proceed because the referee, the hearing officer, is not
18 present. So Judge Branagan is here, however, and she has
19 brought with her a number of her records, and we’re going
20 to examine those records and we’ll determine, after today,
21 whether the Commission is going to reschedule this matter
22 or how we’re going to proceed. All right? Thank you.
23 MR. PAYETTE: Off the record?
24 MS. CENCI: Off the record.
25 (Whereupon, the proceedings were concluded at 11:30 A.M.)

STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
38-40 State Street
Albany, New York 12207
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COMMISSION EXHIBITS

Description

Letter to Hon. Gladys C. Branagan from Cathleen S.
Cenci, dated September 12, 2007, with attachments.

Letter to Hon. Gladys C. Branagan from Cathleen S.
Cenci, dated September 27, 2007.

STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
38-40 State Street
Albany, New York 12207

Ident.
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CERTIFICATION

I, LISA SAVARIA, a Secretary of the State Commission on
Judicial Conduct, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and
accurate transcript of the tape recording of the proceedings transcribed by

me, to the best of my knowledge and belief, in the matter held on

October 12, 2007.

Dated: October 17, 2007

F),(,Qa/

Lisa Savaria

STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
38-40 State Street
Albany, New York 12207




NEW YORK STATE
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

38-40 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207
518-474-5617 518-486-1850 ‘ CATHLEEN S. CENCI
ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN TELEPHONE FACSIMILE DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR
ADMINISTRATOR & COUNSEL .
www.scjc.state.ny.us CHERYL L. RANDALL
BRUCE D. LENNARD
SENIOR ATTORNEYS
KATHRYN J. BLAKE
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL STARF ATTORNEY
September 12, 2007
Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice
P.O. Box 27

Plymouth, New York 13832

Dear Judge Branagan:

In accordance with Article 2-A of the Judiciary Law, the State
Commission on Judicial Conduct is conducting an investigation into complaints
that in People v. ||| NG cnd People v. you failed to
timely return bail moneys posted on behalf of the defendants, notwithstanding
numerous requests following the disposition of the cases; and that you failed to
file reports or remit funds to the State Comptroller in the time required by law for
the months of April through June 2006, resulting in the stopping of your judicial
salary on August 30, 2006. Copies of the complaints are enclosed.

In connection with this investigation, the Commission requests that
you appear on September 28, 2007, at 1:00 P.M., at the Commission's offices,
Hampton Plaza, 38-40 State Street, Albany, New York, to give testimony
concerning the allegations.

At your appearance, you will be asked about the allegations in the
complaints. You will be asked specifically about when you received and

deposited the - and - bails, and your general practice as to the
receipt, deposit, reporting, and recordkeeping of all court funds.

In addition, you will be asked about your apparent failure to respond
to letters from the Commission, dated April 9, 2007, April 27, 2007, and May 16,
2007, copies of which are attached.




NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
September 12, 2007
Page 2

Please bring with you at the time of your appearance all of the
following court records for the period January 1, 2004, through the present;

Bank Statements, Canceled Checks, and Deposit Tickets
Fine and Bail Receipts

Cashbook

Check Register

Bail Ledger
Criminal, Motor Vehicle, Civil, and Small Claims Dockets

Case files pertaining to People v. [ =01 N

In addition, please bring with you any additional records or
dockets which would assist you in responding to questions regarding these
matters, :

*. Your appearance is requested in accordance with Section 44,
subdivision 3, of the Judiciary Law. This is not a hearing as provided by Section
44, subdivision 4, of the Judiciary Law. Your testimony will be sworn and
recorded, and a copy of the transcript will be provided to you at no cost. You have
the right to be represented by counsel and to make a statement and present relevant
material. Your attorney will have the opportunity to ask you questions, subject to
further questioning by Commission staff. Copies of the complaints, the
Commission's Operating Procedures and Rules, and directions to the
Commission's Albany office are enclosed.

Please confirm your appearance by September 25, 2007.
Very truly yours,

X

~ Cathleen S. Cenci
Deputy Administrator

CSC:gd
Enclosures

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
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NEW YORK STATE

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
38-40 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207

- 518-474-5617 518-486-1850 -
TELEPHONE FACSIMILE

www.scjc.state.ny.us

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

April §,2007

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice

P.O.Box 27

ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN
ADNINISTRATOR & COUNSEL

CATHLEEN S. CENCI
CHIEF ATTORNEY, ALBANY

. JouNJ. PoSTRL
CHIBF ATTORNEY, ROCRESTER

ALAN W, FRIEDBERG .

CHIEF ATTORNSY, NBW YoRR

JEAN JOYCE
SENIGR ATTOPNSY

KatarynJ. BLAKE
Mevissa R. DIPALO
STEPHANIE A. FIX

BRENDA CORREA
STAFF ATTORNEYS

Plymouth, New York 13832

Dear Judge Branagan:

that in. People v.

‘The Commission on Judicial Conduct is investi tihg a complaint
and People v. i you failed to

timely return bail moneys posted on behalf of the defendants, notwithstanding -
numerous requests following the disposition of the cases. A copy of th\e.\\complamt
is enclosed. In connection with this matter, the Commission requests that® you
respond, in writing, to the following questlons by April 25, 2007

1.

" Did you presuie over and dispose of People v. ||| GGG -

Assuming that you did, pleas'e ovide with

People v.
our response a.complete copy of each of the court ﬁles in and
h including the docket/case history reports. ,
did the defendant’s niotﬁer,

With respect' to People v.
Anna Morehead, post $1,500 bail for the defendant with the Ch_enango

County Sheriff’s Department on or about April 8, 2006, as indicated in
Exhibit A of Mr. Clippinger’s complaint? If so, was the bail subsequently

transferred to you by the sheriff’s department?

-Did you deposit the [l vail into your officisl bank account? If so,

please state when you deposited it into your account and provide copies of

the appropriate receipt, cashbook entry, deposit ticket, and bank statement
documenting the deposit of theﬂ bail. ‘




"/c
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10.

NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

" Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
- April 9, 2007
Page 2

‘Did you receive a letter from the sheriff’s department, dated April 13, 5006,
_in which Anna Morehead was identified as the individual posting bail for

the defendant-and that the bail should bé returned to her? (See Exhibit Exhlblt A of
the complamt ) v

Did you dispose of People v. on or about April 27,
20067 If so, please state how the case was disposed of.

Did you immediately return the $1,500 bail to Anna Morehead? If not, -

please state why.

Did you receive telephone calls and letters from both Ms. Morehead and
Mr. Clippinger through July 2006, as shown more fully in Exhibits A and B
of Mr. Clippinger’s complaint, repeatedly requesting that you respond to
Ms. Morehead’s request for the return of bail? If so, please state whether
you responded to Ms. Morehead and Mr. Clippinger’s requests, and if so, to
whom you responded, how you responded,.and when. Please provide
copies of any written response you may have made to either of them. If

.you did not respond, please state why.

D1d you write a check returning Ms. Morehead’s $1,500 bail on November 7,
2006, as evidenced by attached check number 241, dated October 10 2006,

- and the accompanying envelope? If so, please state why you did not return
. the bail sooner. In addition, please state why you.dated the check to Ms.
Morehead October 10, 2006, but did not send it until November 7, 2006.

With respect to People v. was bail in the amount of $500
posted with the Chenango County Sheriff’s Department on or about May-,
2004, and later transferred to you by the sheriff’s department? (See Exhibit
C of Mr. Clippinger’s complaint.) If so, please state: .

a. When you received the bail from the sheriff’s department.

b. When you deposited the $500 bail into your official account. Please
provide copies of the receipt you issued for the bail, cashbook entry,
sit ticket, and bank statement, documenting the deposit of the
bail. :

Did you subsequently preside over and dispose of People v. Brown? If so,
please state the disposition of ’rhe- case and the date of disposition.




11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Hon. Gladys C. Branagan

April 9, 2007
Page 3

As referenced in Exhibit C of his complaint, did you receive
correspondence dated May 26, 2005, from Mr. Clippinger, in which he -
provided to you a copy of the original bail receipt endorsed to his law office
and requested that you return defendant I bail to him? If s0:

2. Did you return the bail? Ifso, vlease state when you retmned the bail

and provide copies of supporting documentation.
b. Ifyou did not return the bail, please state why.
Did you receive a second letter from Mr. Clippinger, dated July 18, 2006

referenced in Exhibit C, in which he again requested return of the
bail to hnn? If so, did you do so? If not, please state why

Did you receive a third letter referenced in Exhibit D of the complaint,
from Mr. Clippinger dated July 28, 2006, again requesting that the
bail be returned to him? If so, did you respond to his request, either by

-returning the bail or contacting him to explain why you would not return

the bail? ‘ '\‘

'\‘

Have you, to date, returned the - bail to Mr. Clippinger as reql)ested?

If s, please provide supporting documentation to show the return of bail.

If you have not returned the bail, please state Why you have not done so.

Did you receive a letter dated September 27, 2004, from the civil office of
the Chenango County Sheriff’s Department, a copy of which is attached, -
which indicated that you had failed to cash check number 24774 relative to

B o

a. - Have you responded to the letter? If so, pléase staté how and when,
‘ and provide a copy of any written response you made.

b. If you did not take any action to correct the matter, pleaée state why.

(As indicated on the handwritten portion of the letter, it appears that
you have never cashed or deposited this check nor have you ever
contacted Chief Civil Clerk Patricia Collier to address the issue.)

The September 27, 2004, letter to you from Ms. Collier also indicates that
check number 24671 sent to you on or about April 13, 2004, in the amount




NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAI;CONDUCI'

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
' April 9, 2007
Page 4

- of $1,000 was never cashed or deposited by you until September 30, 2004,
over five months later. '

a.  Please provide the name of the case referencéd by check number
24671 and please provide a copy of the complete court file.

b. Why de you fail to deposxt the bail into your official account for
over five months?

¢.  Were you aware of, and do you believe you complied with, Section
214.9 of the Uniform Civil Rules for the Justice Courts, which
requires that all moneys received in your capacity as town justice
must be deposited into your official bank account \mthm 72 hours of

receipt?

: Please number each answer to correspond to the number of the
questlon you are answering. Feel free to include any information that you believe

1s relevant.

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of the Comnqgsswn s
Operating Procedures and Rules.

-,
.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
~ Very ﬁuly yours,
Cathleen S. Cenci ’
Chief Attorney

CSC.drp:gd
Enclosures

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED



TOWN OF PLYMOUTH
Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
TOWN JUSTICE
P.O. Box#27
Plymouth, New York 13832
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ubuz. LIONEL FELDER, Caam

YoN. TeOMAS A. KLONICK, ¥ics Chum -

TEPEEN R, COFFEY
oLLeEN C. DIPIRRO
UCHARD D, EMERY
‘AUL B. HARDING
1ARVIN E. JACOB

[oN. JILL KONVISER
{oN. KAREN K. PETERS
ioN. TERRY JANR RUDERMAN
“BMBERS

BAN M. SAVANYU

LERE

NEW YORK STATE

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

. 38-40 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207

518-474-5617 518-486-1850
TRLEPHONE PACSIMILRE

www.scjc.state.nf.us

' PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

April 27,2007

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice

P.O.Box 27

Plymouth, New York 13832

Dear Judge Br_anagan:_

- ROBERTH. TEMBECKIIAN

ADMINISTRATOR & COUNSBL

CATHLEERN 8. CENCIE
. Cammmmdmm

JouNJ. POSTEL .

c:mmbnwm.xomu

ALAN W, FRIEDBERG
CHIEP ATTORNEY, NEW YoRe

JraN JOYCE

Szox Arrorey
KATHRYNJ. BLAKE
MEeLiSSAR. DiPAaro
STEPHANIE A, MCNINCH

BRENDA CORREA
SrArr ATORNEYS

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated April 25, 2007.

2007.

CSC:gd

Very truly yours,

Cathleen S. Cenci
Chigf Attorney

Your time to submit your response has been extended to Ma;{"’QQ



HoN. KAREN K. PETERS

007H —Jlo N

NEW YORK STATE
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
38-40 STATE STREET
- ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207 ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN
o 5184745617 518-486-1850 ApuaGSTRATOR & CounzL
RAOUL LIONEL FELDER, CHar ©  rELEPEG CSIMILE CATHLEEN 8. CENCT
. HON. THOMAS A. KLONICK, Vicg Crair ONE FA DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR, ALBANY
STEPHEN R. COFFEY www.scjc.state.ny.us JornJd
CoLLEEN C. DIPIRRO . DEPUTY Ak mngx& ﬁ:mm' _
RICHARD D, EMERY l.
PAUL B, BARDIG e AW FrDnERc
MARVINE. JACOB PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL J
HoN. JILL KONVISER - Mz:;v».!ovcz

HON. TERRY JANE RUDERMAN May 16, 2007 KATHRYN J. BLAKE
MEMBERS - . . MELISSA R. DIPALO
JEAN M. SAVANYU ’ STEPHANIE A, FIX
CLERK _ BrENDA CORREA

]  STAFF ATTORNEYS

Honorable Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice
P.O.Box 27

Plymouth, New York 13832

Dear Judge Branagan:

On April 9, 2007, the State Commission on Judicial Conduct wrote
to you requesting your reply to certain matters. On April 27, 2007, the\State
Comimission on Judicial Conduct wrote to you extending your time to respond to
May 9, 2007 Copies of the letters are attached. :

Please respond to the April 9, 2007 letter by May 23, 2007. Your
failure to respond may be found by the Commission to be a.failure to cooperate

with the investigation.

Vm s,
Cathleen S. Cenci
Deputy Administrator

CSCi:ls.
Enclosures

. CERTIFIED MATL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED




| ,Chppmger Law Off:ces

- 1 West Main Street

- PO Box272
Smyma, New York 13464-0272
Scoft Clippinger @ 607-627-6811

.Fax 607-627-6816

Clicpinger

August 24, 2006

Commission on Judicial Conduct
61 Broadway *

12th Floor

New York NY 10006

re: Town bf‘Plymou_fh Justice Glédys Branagan
Dear Commission;

Gladys Branagan ‘has fmled to return bail money in two cases w1th w}zuch I am mvolved, or
even to respond to my letters arid phone calls about the matters.

™. [ mother, AnnaMorehead, has been attempting, unsuccessfully, to- obtam the
bail which she paid returned to her by Judge Branagan, as shown in the attached letters
labeled Exhibit A.

I have sent three letters to Judge Branagan on Mrs. Morehead’s behalf, one of which was sent
reg15tered, and I am mcludmg the proof of delivery. (Exhlblt B).

On May 26, 2005 I submitted the bail receipt on ||| I ccdorsed to my office, for
return of the bail, as I had agreed to accept the bail receipt as retainer in this matter.

On July 18, 2006 I again sént the judge a letter requesting the bail money be sent to me |
(Exhibit C), and at the end of July, I sent another Ietter to Judge Branagan by certified mail
again asking her to contact. me about these two matters (Exhibit D), but I have had no
'TESpOISE.

ELAEEETN mfm over o you
i m |

&0 apissimmed 188
oo i8inibul







Rﬁuﬂi VELD

" ’ vt . ’ . .
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%laada, Hovida 32828 l

' 5mameymmeum A
2. 0. Box 9 R qu -
| Plymoutf, NY 13832

| ,&Wam(wm)

- Dear Judge:

" Ghis Cetten is a.{ae&!w-up taatdep&mcanﬂwawet&ati&adwit&.ynumm
MW(3)¢M&% m«wdmgmmoﬁﬂewmmt&atﬂputed. o

Smt&ummﬁwwao oddedmdpde?? 2006; ﬂeuqzmdappmance |
Mwmm&mmoeﬂedamw&y, Jamwﬁdaftawﬁma{me -

o : : Ny '
&weaoed&mmﬁ.wamﬁydﬂm Manfs Cetter, Civil Clod at the Office
of The Sheviff in Chenango County, dated April. 13, 2006 mbwctmg.t&wttﬁe
&ai!maey.&zmedta-tﬁeuudemgud. :

Mm&zmdwmaatmmm&szdat -
a!llanda.,ﬂauda&'zgzg ‘ :

'Mw{axy&upwmpta&mﬁmtatﬂi&nm

'”WWW,

anes M. Morelicad

CE: Scott Clippingen, Esg. -
Ene.

S e cmm——

eyt n
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mmmmmwwdmwmwmmm ‘

' m'pmceed'mgwhmeva'req‘md»andwmat al!tmes apgem'mc:ﬂaedhytha ‘comtt.

_ APP.EARANCEDAIB Agpril 13, 2006
S PLACE : Tovn of Piymouth Court .
TIME :7:30PM , N

&__Iadmowledgeﬂmtﬁthde&ndamﬁihw appesr as directed to.do’ soﬂmtﬁlacashbnﬁwm

&la&ﬂ@ﬁﬁed&ﬂﬂmmﬁﬂe@bﬁh@eﬂhﬁm
%mtfﬂ:em:ssomm .

IAd:nmhdge ﬂntihsl’onndagel’ee 0f3%. ofﬁebaﬂpomdhuanWBeDednmd
ﬂmnﬁemdbaﬂatﬁeume of refimnd or forfeiture, uﬂmsﬁeac&omstemnnmdmﬁvor ofthe

. deﬁ:ﬂautmmmtmcﬂ., 160.50

DATEBAILPOSTHD: Apeil B,2006. .. - . = : - L
AMOUNT OF BAIL POSTED: $1500:00 ecEPT# 9506971 - = j .

¢
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OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF moas e

- Chenango County - Ernest R, Cutting Jr.
. 275 Com gyngﬁaegs,Nérwiéh,N& '13815-2?38 Undmw a

Fhane (607) 34-2000 « Civil Division (607) 334-5175 « Corrections Division (607)-336-1402 » Fax 8 (607) 336-1568

April 13,2006 =

N—

Plymotith Town Court i
Judge Branagan

PO Box 9
Plymouﬂl,NY13832

- RE: RmhardMomheadBail
DearJudgeBtamgan. '

< 'I’heba:lpaldforR.whardMomheadshouldbe _eqummm@das-_sheis




= RECEIVED |
Olande, Foxida 5&?&%’ g

.?liane,_ | : e

Jane 26th, 2006

. Seatt Clippinger, Esq.
48 Ftale Street . :
' .Mvauw& JVw‘ljaxk13815

Dear M. Cippinger:
J&o&&wwaﬁd@aupwp' tamytﬁuepwuw pﬁmcaﬂ&taymw
' mcnzytanw. '

Jmnata,&m ta-und&utandmfiytﬁejudgz&ao {mﬂedtaaetwmtﬁe
' money. to me -~ $1500.00 - that J Selieve fias to velumed tome in.

- fulll &daoed{azyawtufamwampy,oﬁaeeﬁwtﬁatt&e
mwmwws&wﬂm&m]udgzﬁwmgmmapdﬂ
2006 -

Mdlynatet&at ]ﬁawam&mtaﬁaaudwl&dﬁamm te .

| %c&eadmedt&atuu&aot&e&m@mawwwwwed&y.tﬁe -
undewigned in the vevy neax futierne, J intend to file a complaint
 against Judge Branagan with the New Yonk Sgate Commission en




-

ot

Judicial Conduct. J Betieve that the Judge is in violation of Sections
100345 and 100.36] of the Rubes Goveriing. Judicial Conduct by

' faifingde promptly dispese of the business of fer coutt, and-is
"uﬂewngwadydzmmdadnummempmc&l&tm

| 'a&o.,endaoedw maﬂmycﬁec&o payu&&tayaumaxdu mtﬁeoum..
of $50.00. Please apply this payment to Richard's cutstanding
acceunt. fﬁeaweaoedc&eck&amaﬁalamduetayauaﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ .

’Mwmmmmmmmm

‘l)aly,budy y;aww,
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o ammzam/

. Phone: NN

 Jully 2464, 2006
Scatt Clippinger, Esq. -
48 Ftale Street - '
- Nouvich, JVew%x&I.%’fS

me.mdamwwm
‘.Qm.ﬁdx.(%ppm

&zdaoedﬁaewztﬁu my.clieaﬁ paya&leta.yauxaudw mt&eawna{
~$50.00. She enclosed chieck xepuesents. payment on Richard’s: OLD
- BCCOUNS. fmeﬁafwmwnammgdueaﬁtwtﬁtapaymmtuﬂh |
$463.00. ﬂ‘leaoendeb‘iatlumdtapaymt&u accauatugu&uﬁy,
uatiéymmpacdm{uﬂ& : . o ,

nmwylﬁat&e@augotum &aﬁmzdmaﬁm&ttm,ﬂﬁmww -
mmetﬁzmneg.ax&awany,mpmeﬂmmﬁucaucwunpd. Jam -
furious afiout the way the Judge Ras fandled this matter -- she has
. absalutely no night to Reep money Belpnging to.me. Fo veitevate, J
otill feel that the Judge is in violation of the Rules Geverning

' ]udmaﬂ@mzdudﬂy{ai&nqtapmmpdyd&opaaea{t&z&uomuaa{

-' uopwm&&'tieb 9’&aoeadmoe. ~
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<o o 2 Lppinger Law UTTICeS
o ' " . PO Box 272 - 1 West Main Strest

' Smymia, New York 13464-0272 . - : E
‘ ‘ e 607-627-6811

Scott'cnppingef
o Fax 607-627-6816
internet scott@clippinger.org.
June 1,"2006

Hon. Gladys Branagan -
Plymouth Town Justice

PO Box 9

~ Plymouth 13892 -
Desr Judge Bfanagz_m:

The defendant’s mother has called to say she has not received the .re.him of the bail in this
matter. I would appreciate your checking into this. Thank you..

CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES . R N

Scott Clippinger

cc:  Anna Morehead

. ewatnT R




et Cllppmger taw Ofﬁces

) ' . S 48 Hale Street -
Norwich, New York 13815 :
: - 607-336-4657 .

_ Scott Clippinger ' Fax 607-336-1628

June 22, 2006

‘Hon. Gladys Branagan . '
Town of Plymouth Justice Court
PO Box 9

Plymouth NY 13 832

e People v, I
Youf Honor:

ITam wntmg to conﬁrm the message whlch my oﬁce left on your voice mail regardmg the
above-noted defendant s bail :

M. Moreheai's grandmother Amma Morehead has agam' been in contact with me about the
retumn of the bail money which-she paid to the Court. . She is qmte upset that 1t\has not been :
retumed, desp1te appzrenﬂy repeated requests . _ SN

She stated emphaucally that if she does not have it by the begmnmg of July, she wxll
send a letter to the Commission on Judicial Conduct.

Thank you for your pron_:pt attention to tb.ls matter.
Sincerely, '

.CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES

Scott Clippiﬁger

SClisc




Cllppmger Law Of'ﬁces

- 1 West Main Strest
PO Box 272

Smyrna, New York 13464-0272
AN . 607-627-6811

Scott Clippinger
S Fax 607-627-6816

Tuly 28, 2006

Hon. Gladj/s Branagan-.
Town of Plymouth Court
P.O.Box 9

Plymouth"NY 13832

re: . Remm of Bail Money

‘Your Honor: .

I have received oo answer to my letters ﬁi the retarn of_s bailto

" Anna Morehead, a.nd retummg to me bail money.

'I need to know if the bail money in elther case was returned to the defendant, orﬂ*ﬂ:ere is
some other roason you are not releamng it. _

.As prevmusly advised, Mrs. Morehead has sa1d she would take this to the Commsmon, and .
her pauence is, un,derstandably, rumnng out with.my attempts to obtam her bail money

Please contact me as soon as you receive this letter. -
Sincerely,

CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES

Scott Clippinger-

CERTIFIED .

SClisc

91 71

| 108 2133 3#3;. 1518 129y -
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Delivery Status

Here is the detalied status of the shipment you are tracking. Check all of the information carefully. If

‘ there appears lo be a prablem with your shipment, contact the carrier directly, -

Account Number 32443277 -

Carrier:

" Tracking Number:
‘ Status:

‘Date:

City:

‘State:

History

USPS

8171082133393115181294

Delivered

July 29,2006 10:37 am
PLYMOUTH

NY

July 28, 2006, 10:12 am Notice Left, PLYMOUTH, NY, 13832
July 28,2006, 7:42 pm Elecironic Shipping Info Received, SM\’Rr\l}»\1 NY 13464

httn://wrorw.nh.com/cei-bin/ob.dll/iso/TrackInstant. do?vackagelndex=1&page=TrackInstanc...

e S ST Y

8/3/2006




et HNEPRIZTE Lavw Uil 1ILCCD
oo . 1 West Main Street
: o " PO Box 272
Smyma, New York 13464-0272 .
. 607-627-6811

Scott Clippinger
’ . Fax 607-627-6816

May 26, 2005

Hon. Gladys Branagan
Town of Plyn';onth Justice
POBox9 . )
Plymouth NY 13832

Your Honor:

Tam enclosmg_ ongmal baﬂ reca:pt, which is endorsed as bemg paysble to
Chppmger Law Offices.

In light of the dlsnussal of the charges, kmdly forward the bail money to me, payable o -
Chppmger st Offices." } am enclosing a S.ASB ‘for your convemmce N

Your courteszes are appreclated.

Smcerely,

CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES

-Scott- Clippinger

| RECEIPT 71555.

didigEN: -
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':Cllppmger Law Offlces

1 West Main Strest
. PO Box 272
- : Smyma. New York 13464-0272
"Scott Clippinger 2

July 18, 2006

Hon. Gladys Branagan -
Town of Plymouth J’usuce
POBox9
Plymouth NY 13832

Your I-Ionor'

[am enclosmg a copy of the letter Whlch I sent to you on May 26 2005 w1th the ba.ﬂ recelpt'

in the above-noted matter.

My bookkeeper has Just broughi' to my attention that we have never recelved the- ba,l morney
from you. _ _ . -

Please forward it to me mmedmtely As you can see from the endnrsement on the back, 1t is

to be paid to my office.

Please let me know if there. i is any reason Why the bail will not be sent to me by the end of
~ the month.

Sincerely, .
CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES

Scdtt‘dipfhger . |
SCljsc -

91 7108 2133 3‘131‘1'.516 1249

607-627-6811
Fax 607-627-6816 .




- Delivery Status

Here Is the detailed: status ofthe shipment you are tracking. Check aH of the Information carefully. If
: mere appears to be a problem with your shlpment contact the camier directly.

‘AccnuntNumbar 32443277
.Carrier; USPS .
Tracking Number;' 91710821333931 15181249
Status: Delivered
Date: July 20,2008 4:35pm
City: PLYMOUTH
State: "NY

History
July 20, 2008, 257pm NoﬁceLeft. PLYMOUTH," NY 13832

July 18, 2008, 7:47 pm Electmnlc Shipping Info Received, SMYRNA, NY, 13464

Bt/ frerserres <da mmann fm ot Talon foale 3T1 22 coam T AT Tan a3 2 P Vom o Toe e O e AT

Page 1 of |

At A .




LA . . I VYEStL Vidi Ouees) |
o ‘ PO Bax 272

Smyrna, New York 13464-0272 )

' 2 .607-627-6811

'Scott Clippinger
Fax 607-627-6816

Tuly 28, 2006 -

Hon. Gladys .Bra.naéan

Town of Plymouth Court . .

.PO.Box9 . , S ‘ B
Plymouth NY 13832 . : _ g

re: _-Retum of Bail Mbney

Yom" Honor‘ '

I have reckived no-mavwe to my-letters re; i return of _ bail to

Anna Morehead, and returning to me - bail money.

Ineedtolmowﬁthehmlmonsymelthercasewasretumedtoﬂ:e defendant, or:ftherens
some other Teason you are not mlmg it. . . .-

"As prevmusly advised, Mrs. Morehead has said she would take t].us to the Cou:mxsaon, and
ber patience is, mderstandably, running out with my a.ttempts to obtam her bail money

| Please contact me as soon: as you recewe this letter. -
Sincerqu; .
CLIPPINGER LAW OFFICES
Scott Clippinger
CERTIFIED -
SChse .

93

‘ 7108 2133 3931 1538 129y | .

ot D




Delivery Status

Here is the detalled status of the shipment you are tracking. Check al of the information carsfully. If
there appears {o be a problem with your shipment, contact the carrier directly,

Account’ Number 32443277
Carier:, USPS
Tracking Number: 9171082133393115181294
' _ Status: Delivered
Date; July 29,2006  10:37 am
Clty: PLYMOUTH
‘State; NY

' History
July 29, 2006, 10:12 am -Notice Left, PLYMOUTH, NY, 13832
July 28, 20086, 7'42 pm Electronic Shipping Info Received, SMYRNA NY, 13464

. Pt Lt el AN e T e s A T ebant An‘)nanknoefndev'—l&nage=Tracklnstanc...

8/3/2006




O LSTICA MY R3S

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
P':Q"BOX #9:y o L
Plymotith, LY. 43632

o MOV 2006 PEE 2T B

Orlando 5 Fotidn 53938
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September 27, 2004

Plymouth Town Court
POBox9 - .
Plymouth, NY 13832
RE: Bail Cheoks - not cashed
Dear Justice Brmﬁgan: _
Our records indicate that you have not cashed the following checks:
- 51i/4 24774 350000 © .
41304 24671 " $1000: oo-%.w.d, bon\ﬁ QIaolbw

Ifyou have received these checks please cash them lmmedmely If you never received
them, please fill in and retum the attached Apphcatlon far Replac'emam of Check forms
50 new checks can be issued. ‘

lfwedonothearﬁomyoubyOcmbers 2004 and the checks are not returned in ournext'
' 'bankstamment,paymentwﬂlbestoppedonmechecks andtheﬁmdsw:llbehnnedover

mm:rCoumyTreasmerastmclalmsd. ,

Very truly yours,

L . ;Lt"l"l -
paticia Colis Q‘K Y never CG"Oth —
Chief Civil Clerk | No re,p\:j ‘4‘0 thlé /éTTa‘

Smt Yo c::am‘\-j Treosurer .
| Qs U“MOu.me_d deé on

2o A
J_;}?alg f)e'we/ f'ngu:'red about




¢ 1y/18/2086 11:31 4869899 PAGE ©2/82
\LAN G. HEVES STATE OF NEW YORK . MARK P. PATTISON
cow?nou_an 1 OFFICE OF TEE STATE COMPTROLLER DEPUTY COMPTROLLER .
STATE STREET DIVISION OP LOCAL GOVERNMENT 8BRVICES
mmad'mdw weagust 30, 2006 Tt gnnfconomc DBVELOPMENT
Supervisor (518)4744037  Pux: (518) 486-6479
Town of Plymouth
3676 State Hwy 23

South Piymouth NY 13844

Re: Justice ID# 08367503878
Honorable Gladys Branagan

Dear Supervisor:

This is official notification that the above referenced justice has not properly
reported to the State Comptroller for the following month(s):
04/2006 05/2006 06/2006

Pursuant to section 27 of the Town Law and section 4-410 of the\VIIIage Law,

every town and village justice must file a report monthly with tiie State Comptrol!er The
report, certification, or remittance if any, is due by the tenth of the month following the
report month (e.g. the April report by the tenth of May). A report must be sent fo us even
if it is to Indicate that no activity occurred in that month. In the event that a justice fails to
properiy report or properly account for any moneys received by such justice, the chief
fiscal officer will be notified. Upon receipt of such notice from the State Comptrolier, it -
shall be unlawful for-the town or village to make any further payment of compensation fo
such Jjustice until receipt of a notice from the Oomptroller that a proper accounﬂng has
been made.

T No further compensation should be made to this justice until further notice from
this office. Please sign the attached copy of this notification and retumn it to:

Office of the State Comptroller

Justice Court Fund . Sincerely,
110 State Street
Albany, NY 12236 | Clarmei Lobuny Yoivt

~ Tammi Coburn-Sossel
J Manager
%—Z 2 % Justice Court Fund
Date . : '




NEW YORK STATE

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
38-40 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NEWYORK 12207

518-474-5617 518-486-1850 CATHLEEN S. CENCI
ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN TELEPHONE FACSIMILE DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR
ADMINISTRATOR & COUNSEL i
www.scjc..state.ny.us CHERYL L. RANDALL

BRUCE D. LENNARD
SENIOR ATTORNEYS

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

September 27, 2007

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice
P.O.Box 9

Plymouth, New York 13832

Dear Judge Branagan:

This is to confirm that your appearance to give testimony before the
Commission has been adjourned at your request to October 12, 2007, at
9:00 A.M.

Very truly yours,

S

Cathleen S. Cenci
Deputy Administrator
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NEW YORK STATE
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
38-40 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207
518-474-5617 518-486-1850
ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN TELEPHONE FACSIMILE CATHLEEN S. CENCI
ADMINISTRATOR & COUNSEL . DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR
www.scjc.state.ny.us
CHERYL L. RANDALL

BRUCE D. LENNARD
SENIOR ATTORNEYS

CONFIDENTIAL
November 26, 2007

Hon. Gladys C. Branagan
Plymouth Town Justice
P.O.Box 27

Plymouth, New York 13832

Dear Judge Branagan:

On November 2, 2007, I received copies of your receipts, with your
cover letter in which you stated you would be forwarding the requested copies of
your check register. To date, I have not received the copies of the check register.

Please provide a complete copy of your check register(s) by
December 3, 2007. Your failure to do so may be viewed by the Commission as
a failure to cooperate.

Very sruly yours,

Cathleen S. Cenci
Deputy Administrator

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
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OFFICEC Or THEODtngICTATToRNEY | .
STRICT ATTORN . GOUNTY OF LHENANGO FIRST ASSISTANT .
‘95;;’;1% A&T&iﬁlgg | " County Orrice BuiLDING - STEPHENM. DUNSHEE
B Suie 205, § CourT STREET : _
NORWICH NEW YORK 13813
(807) 337.1745.
© Fax: (B07) 337-1748

January 28, 2(508

(ladys Branagan

Town of Plymouth
P.0.Box 9, N
Piymouth, New York 13832

RE: Town of I?l}dnoulh

Dear Hon. J us#ice Branagan:

! noted in our ﬂocal newspaper, congratulations on the Town’s recognition of yoﬁr years
of devoted and professional sorvice as their, and my, Justice,

1 am writing td inquire as to the location of the Town of Plymouth currently open and
closed crimiuai files. As Justice O’Connor and I had Court yesterday on January 24, -
2008 we were inquiring as to certain criminal defendants files. Justice O'Connor,
however, was unable to locate the aforementioned Town files. '

Please call or write me or contact Justice O’Connor-to assist us in locating and retrieval
of those files. :

Respectﬂilly,’

i

© Stephen M, Dunshee , / ‘
- ¢c. Paul O'Connor, Hon, Justice :
Office of Court Administration, Director Paul Toomcy, Fax: 518-238-2069

I
i

o ; ASSISTANTS
. ROBERT MLARKIN . ) o JAMES P, CHAMBERLAIN
26 QENBSEE STREET : i ot . 82 SOQUTH BROAD STREET
- GREENE, N.Y. 13778 , NORWICH, NY, 13815
607-856-4343 607-335-3489

FAX:807-666-8016 ) . FAX:607-338-3837

Wy QS:’LQ 8@82——62—-?&:!6
zertd , , :
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:‘ ::m::s)' !3'.9:.;;1;35-‘7 3 TOWN OF PLYMOUTH
y Hon. Paul M. O*Connor
‘ " . TOWN JUSTICE
W\*” - . PO.Box#27
Plymouth, New York 13832

Te lephone (607) 334-3938

--vv-n—_

Januaty 30, 2008

(ladys Branagan
. Post Office Box 9
Plymouth, New York 13832

Dear Ms Branagan, '
: Since Janual v 1™ of 2008 you have been in possession of the current
and adjudicated files and records of the Town of Plymouth Justice Court. As you may or
may not be aware these aforemientioned files and records are the property of the court,

.and the town respectfufly.

I now must dcmand that you, without anv further delay return these ﬁles 10 myself or the
town’s record custodian forthwith.

Please include a detailed account ut those files in which you have either added to or
deleted mformauon from while in vour possession from January 1™ 2008 to the present
day.

Sincerely,

J20MD

Paui M. O'Connor

ce:  Hon. Judith O Shea, Administrative Judge Sixth District
_ Hon, Paul Toomey. Assistant Dean OCA Resource Center
Mr. Joseph McBride, Chenango County District Attorney
Mr James Downey, Attorney. Town of Plymouth
- Mr. Jerry Kreiner. Supervisor. Town of Plvmouth

WY 96520 S08ZT-BS-ddY
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Match 13, 2008

b Icmorable Gleys Branagan
Former Plymolth Town Justice
PO Box9 |

' ‘Plymouth, Ne-\f(v York 13832

Dear Judge Bfanau.an

~

. During | thc past w eek 1 have received several documents from the New York State
Department of Motor Vehicles. TSLIE&D Bureau regarding dispositions that you had
recently forwarded to them. Motor \ ehwles had advised me that these dispositions were
teceived in the;r office om of about the 15 of February, 2008, As you are fully aware
you no longer hold judicial oi’hu. and should not be conducting anv business on behalf of

the justice coun

Therefore, 1 must demand upon you, 10 cease any and all activity as it relates to the
PPlymouth Justice Court . In additon if vou are in possession of any records, such as:
¢  criming A : '
o pon criminal case files
traffic violation summuons
' ﬁnahcia! reports

&

and any, other documuns thar would be considered the propenty of the township thev

_ must be returned

© Please t‘om'ardﬁthe aforementioned o the Plymouth Town Clerk without delay.

e "d .

Very truly yours,

Paul M. O*Conpor

Ce. Mr. Kevin Retily, tinified Court System

Mr. Jerry Kreiner. Supervisor, fown of Plymouth

WY 99,6 S80Z-0£-ddY
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NEW VORK STATE .
) Unified Court System - e S

OFFICE OF ‘COURT ADMINISTRATION .

. DENNIS W. DONNELLY, CPA -
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS

May 8,"2008

Ms. Gladys Branagan f
- P.O.Box9
Plymouth, NY 13832

Dear Ms. Branaganf

The Unified Court System’s Office of Internal Affairs has scheduled an audit of the records
and practices of the Plymouth Town Court. The audit is being scheduled at the request of the Office.
of Justice Court Support and as part of the 2008-09 internal audit plan approved by the Chief

' Admxmstrauve Judge.

We have been informed that certain official records of the Plymouth Town Court relatwe to
the time you vere Plymouth Town Justice are in your possession. Despite several efforts by the -
Chenango County District Attorney, Plymouth Town Court Justice and the Office of Justice Court
Support, you have not returned these records to the court. _

: Accordmgly, I am requesting that you provide to me any and all records of the Plymouth -
Town Court currently in your possession. These records should be delivered to me or my personal
designee on May 22, 2008 at 11:00 a.m. at the Chenango County Court, 5 Court Stréet, Norwzch

NY.

This request includes but is not limited to electronic data proccssmg and storage devices,
computers and computer systems including central processing units; internal and peripheral storage
devices such as fixed disks, external hard disks, floppy disks drives and diskettes, tape drives and
tapes, optical storage devices or other memory storage devices; peripheral input/output devices such
as keyboards, printers, video display monitors, optical readers, and related communications devices
such ds modems; together with backup media, system documentation, software and instruction

manuals.

'In addition, any paper records such as but not limited to receipts, cash journals, checks,
_ cancelled checks, check stubs, bank statements, bank reconciliations, court calendars, accusatory
instruments, case files, traffic tickets or any other records created or mamtalned while conductmg

business of the Plymouth Town Court.

98 NIVER STREET, COHOES, NEW YORK 12047 * PHONE: 518-238-4303 * FAX: 518-238-2086 ¢ DDONNELL@COURTS.STATE.NY.US




2-

Once you have prov1ded these records to me you wﬂl be asked to sign an affidavit stating that
all records of the Plymouth Town Court in your possession have been returned to the Office of
. Internal Affairs. This request is being undertaken pursuant to the authority vested in me, as Duector
of the Ofﬁce of Internal Affairs of the New York State Unified Court System. -

" Failure to ccl>mp1y with this request wﬂl result in a subpoena being issued by the Chlef "
Adrmmstratlve Judge pursuant to Judiciary Law, section 212(1)(h) ‘

Smcerel
Dennis W. Donnelly

fsmw -

c Hon. Jan H. [Plumadore
Hon. Judith O’Shea

- Hon. W. Howard Sullivan
Hon. Paul Toomey S
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Schedule 1
Late Reports to State Comptroller

Report Month/Year Date Filed Days Late
1/04 2/17/04 7
2/04 3/29/04 19
3/04 5/13/04 33
4/04 5/14/04 4
5/04 7/26/04 46
6/04 7/27/04 17
7/04 10/26/04 77
8/04 9/20/04 10
9/04 10/26/04 16
10/04 12/27/04 47
11/04 12/27/04 17
12/04 2/23/05 44
1/05 2/16/05 6
2/05 3/17/05 7
3/05 5/24/05 44
4/05 5/24/05 14
5/05 9/6/05 88
6/05 9/6/05 58
7/05 10/28/05 79
8/05 12/1/05 82
9/05 10/28/05 18
10/05 1/3/06 54
11/05 1/19/06 40
12/05 1/19/06 9
1/06 4/5/06 54
2/06 4/5/06 26
3/06 4/12/06 2
4/06 9/8/06 121
5/06 9/7/06 89
6/06 9/7/06 59
7/06 9/7/06 28
8/06 10/19/06 39
9/06 11/9/06 30
10/06 11/9/06 0
11/06 1/26/07 47
12/06 1/31/07 21
1/07 2/12/07 2
2/07 3/16/07 6
3/07 4/16/07 6
4/07 5/16/07 6
5/07 6/20/07 10
6/07 8/14/07 35

7107 8/14/07 4



STATE OF NEW YORK
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

In the Matter of the Proceeding
Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4,
of the Judiciary Law in Relation to

GLADYS C. BRANAGAN,

a Justice of the Plymouth Town Court,
Chenango County.

MANDATORY: Judge’s Home Address

In the event that a determination of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is made in the above
matter requiring transmittal to the Chief Judge and service upon the judge in accordance with
Judiciary Law § 44, subd. 7, the Court of Appeals has asked the Commission to provide the
judge’s home address.

Judge’s Home Address

OPTIONAL: Request and Authorization to Notify Judge’s Attorney of Determination

In the event that a determination of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is made in the above
matter requiring transmittal to the Chief Judge and service upon me in accordance with Judiciary
Law § 44, subd. 7, the undersigned judge or justice:

(1) requests and authorizes the Chief Judge to cause a copy of my notification letter from her
and a copy of the determination to be sent to my attorney(s) by mail:

Attorney’s Name, Address, Telephone

(2) requests and authorizes the Clerk of the Commission to transmit this request to the Chief
Judge together with the other required papers.

This request and authorization shall remain in force unless and until a revocation in writing by
the undersigned judge or justice is received by the Commission.

Dated:

Signature of Judge or Justice

Acknowledgment:

Signature of Attorney for Judge or Justice

SEND TO: Clerk of the Commission
State Commission on Judicial Conduct
61 Broadway, Suite 1200
New York, New York 10006




2 Honorable Gladys Branagan
o Town of Plymouth - Justice Court
3461 State Highway 23 EXH I B IT 2
Scuth Plymouth, NY 13844

Phone (607) 334.3938  Fax (607) 336-6611
Patricia A. Murray - Court Clerk

Gladys Branagan
PO Box #9
Plymouth, NY 13832

607-336-1122

July 13,2020

Plymouth Town Board

| will be resigning my position of Plymouth Town Justice as of August 31,2020,

Sincerely,

%Qod@?o ﬁkwéfw

Gladys C. Branagan





